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maintain effective control in case of an

their

random security checks conducted by measures by introducing checkpoints sense. The key issue now would be

E The MTR arson attack

during 10 February law enforcement officers.While there is emergency?  Are responses and random police inspections just striking a balance between risk and
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evening has drawn deep
concerns over public safety
of the railway system. The MTR has
set up a high-level committee on 13
February to investigate the incident,
with preliminary findings due to be
published in a month.

After the incident, the public have
urged the MTR to review its security

level, and have put forward a lot of

opinions.
These suggestions include CCTV
cameras on all MTR  trains,

Shenzhen-like security checkpoints, and

no consensus among the community on
what has to be done yet, the MTR
should keep its options open and
conduct a thorough,

systemic  and

in-depth review.

Checkpoints may be disputed

As a public transport operator, the
MTR
safety and emergency measures before
Are there

should first assess 1its current

considering other factors.
enough fire extinguishers inside train
compartments? Are they clearly marked
with a sign? Can the station staff

appropriate?
Carrying more than five million
commuters a day with high efficiency,
the MTR is the most important public
transport system in Hong Kong.
Some believes the arson attack is an
isolated case, and Hong Kong is still

the safest and most orderly major city

in the world. In their opinion,
sacrificing  the  MTR's  operation
efficiency  for  security  boost 1is

unnecessary.
Controversy would also likely follow

if the railway network tightens security

because of a single arson.

Ample public opinion must first be
gathered in order to strike a balance
between security and efficiency, for risk
reduction often brings an inevitable

impact on operations.

Should bear social responsibility
That being said, passenger safety

should always remain paramount. High
ridership means higher casualties and
deeper impact on the society whenever
an incident hits, so stepping up security

measures 1s definitely justified in this

efficiency.

Boasting billions of dollars' worth of
comprehensive income from property
investments, the M'TR should shoulder
more social responsibility. In order to
ensure passenger safety and prevent
future incidents, the local transport
giant should take the initiative to
increase its security budget and bear all
the extra costs.

This would be a great example of
corporate social responsibility and
the perfect gesture of paying
back the society.
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