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ATTHE CITY TOWER GATE OF WU

Zhang Ji (around 750)

Jlnl

With farmer—conscripts?,
one by one off the multi-decked ships go;
In the boundless rice fields,
green, green grasses of spring grow.
Try climbing up the tower gate
to look outside the city -
It's already Qing Ming but
how many new smokes would show®?

' The county of Wu in Suzhou City.

® Farmers were often conscripted and sent to battlefields in ancient times. Large
multi-decked ships were used for the purpose.

® As a rule, people would start lighting fires and resumed cooking at Qing Ming
Festival after the Cold Food Festival during which lighting fires was not al-
lowed. The poet hinted that few people were lighting fires as few had rice to
cook (i.e. many were starving) because many rice fields were deserted and
overgrown with grass after the farmers were conscripted.
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