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After almost two years of
public  consultation,  the
Food and Health Bureau

Hong Kong's healthcare system is healthcare has been HK $ 57 billion,

accounting for 16 per cent of recurrent

the current proposal is questionable as to the public coffers without enjoying

X/

largely efficient for now, however the it only offers meagre tax concessions to much of our social benefits. It would

pressure on the public healthcare sector government expenses. The amount is buyers. If the scheme fails to attract the still be fitting and socially just to

B
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released its report on the

will continue to increase. As low-income

expected to increase as the population

public, there would not be as much

subsidise the group in this regard. More

[ ]

fc_Fh Voluntary Health Insurance Scheme groups cannot afford medical services grows and ages. It is therefore necessary room to cut down premiums, thus importantly, the government could
E (VHIS) in early January. offered by the private sector, they have for the government to take early and compromising its sustainability. demonstrate its resolve while allowing
— According to the report, the new no other options than to wait for public effective measures to reform the . more flexibility to the scheme by
@ . : Governmental investment shows resolve . .. :

o scheme shall commence early next year, services. healthcare system and to recalibrate the injecting sufficient funds.

é and citizens who purchased Combined with the rapidly ageing public-private balance. Besides, the government also seems When  officially  announcing  full
S

%_ VHIS-compliant health insurance  population and escalating medical costs, With the introduction of the VHIS, to have backed out from a plan to details of the scheme, the authorities
g products could enjoy tax deductions. the public healthcare system has been demand from middle-income  inject HK $ 50 billion into the VHIS, should strive to clear the public's doubts
‘<@ However, the ‘'high-risk pool" and continuously overburdened while the individuals could be diverted to the according to pundits. Some people and maintain effective communication
3 "guaranteed acceptance” terms would expenditure for public health remains private sector. might object to fuelling the scheme with  with the society. The government
= also be dropped from the minimum staggeringly enormous. As the government emphasises that huge sums of public money, as it would should  particularly  step up its
o
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o
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requirements. Both the insurance sector . . . the scheme is voluntary in nature, a only benefit a fracion of the commitment to public finances and up
. : Plan hard to sustain on high premiums .

and the community have voiced some balance has to be struck between the community. the appeal of the VHIS, lest low

concern over the attractiveness and During the 2016/17 fiscal year, the needs and interests of  various Objectively  speaking however, the popularity would render the

effectiveness of the scheme. estimated recurrent expenditure for stakeholders. Yet, the attractiveness of middle-income group contributes most scheme impracticable.
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