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Extreme weather breaks 12 records
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Freezing
happens six days every 10 years had
already occurred three days at the
beginning of 2016. Within the year
the SAR has broken 12 of its weather records
1884, most of them related to high
temperatures, the Hong Kong Observatory said.

e
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The Observatory has recently released the
climate and extreme weather statistical abstract.
As of November 29, 12 numbers hit a record
high. Seven were temperature-related.

To cite some, the city had registered 38 very
hot days; the maximum mean temperature in
October reached 29.1C ;
from June to August hit 29.2 C , bringing in the

the mean temperature

third hottest summer ever. Four records were

about heavy rainfall. The remaining one was on

the highest air pressure ever measured.

7 temperature records related to global warming
Nine within 500

kilometers of Hong Kong, which was the most

tropical cyclones came
frequent since 1999, effecting the highest number
of storm warning signals issued since 1993.

The Observatory had also hoisted the typhoon
signal No.8 on October 21 because of the
typhoon

signal was hoisted in October dates from 21

"Seahorse". The last time when such
years ago.

Observatory director Shun Chi-ming pointed
out that a number of temperature data went up
record high because of the impacts of global
warming. The temperature in the Arctic in

October was higher than normal, and the

situation even went worse last month, which
indicated 8 C to 10T rises. Therefore it is likely
the number of "very hot" days go up in Hong
Kong and around the globe.

Freezing cold days also expected

However, it does not mean that very cold
weather will no longer exist while "very hot" days
continue to increase. According to previous
records, an average of six cold days with a
temperature below 7C would be recorded in
every 10 years, but three cold days—at the lowest
temperature of 3.1 C and near freezing—had
already been observed at the beginning of this
year.

Shun cited recent studies which indicate that

reduction of the Arctic sea ice coverage has

heated up the area'’s climate and slowed down
the westerly jet stream above the Northern
Hemisphere, leading to large fluctuations in the
jet stream.

The stream might move slowly or become
stagnant, causing warm air to shift from south to
north or northern cold air to flow southward.
Whether Hong Kong would be affected by a
cold wave depends on the journey of the cold air
mass, and it would involve many unpredictable
factors.

The Observatory predicted that the winter of
this year will see normal levels, with temperatures
ranging from 16.6 C to 17.4 T, but noted there
can be huge day-night fluctuations and freezing
cold weather below 12T or even as low as 7 C

may occur occasionally.
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