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Care home's licence revocation raises alerts
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privately-run residential care home

for persons with disabilities, was

@ handed a written notice in October
as the Social Welfare Department (SWD) revoked
its temporary operating licence. The care home's
certificate of exemption was originally effective
until March 2017.

This is the first time the SWD has revoked a
licence since the Residential Care Homes (Persons
with Disabilities) Ordinance came into effect in
November 2011.

The care home has remained on the headlines
recently. Its ex-director Cheung Kin-wah was
alleged to have sexually harassed a female resident
with moderate intellectual disability in 2014. But
the charge against

Cheung  was  eventually

victim had been suffering from post-traumatic

stress disorder and was deemed unfit to testify.

Full certificate holders still scarce

The centre has been scandal-stricken ever since
its opening in 1997: A resident allegedly died from
injury in 2001 due to neglect; Cheung was
prosecuted in the past for molesting two mentally
disabled women who were under his care. The
SWD will inevitably be questioned as being asleep
at the wheel as nothing has been done to this
notorious care home until days of public outcry.

According to the SWD, the centre's certificate
was taken away due to failure in following the

department's directions, rather than the sexual

assault

allegations on Cheung. However, the

management of care homes and the inadequate
supervision from the SWD.
Like the Bridge of Rehabilitation,

number of care homes are currently operating

a large

with a certificate of exemption instead of a full
licence. According to governmental figures, there
are only 40 licence holders as opposed to the 272
exemption certificate holders.

When the Residential Care Homes (Persons
with Disabilities) Ordinance commenced in 2011,
care homes then in operation were given time to
apply for a certificate of exemption so that
improvements could be carried out. It has been
five years but most of these homes are still
renewing their certificates, and it is questionable

whether the ordinance now exist only in name.

As the majority of private care homes are still
unlicensed, the public cannot help but suspect that
Bridge  of
Rehabilitation is only a tip of the iceberg. The

the  mismanagement of  the

authorities must review comprehensively the
existing regulations and how they are enforced.

In particular, the government should set up a
clear timetable to phase out such temporary
licence and boost transparency of regulation
enforcement, so that the public can monitor the
improvement progress of these homes. Authorities
will have to tighten vetting and integrity checks for
future licence applicants, so as to make sure sex
offenders will not have a chance to run care

homes for the disabled.
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