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O Bob Dylan, singer, gets Nobel Prize m Literature
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drama and poetry, folk
@ songs are seldom regarded
as part of the literary

mainstream.Yet the 75-year-old

American singer-songwriter Bob Dylan, " .. " Dylan was born in
who was praised by the Swedish The greateSt IIVIng pOet middle-class  family in
Academy for "having created new The  Academy  member  Per States of Minnesota in 1941.

poetic expressions within the great
American song tradition" and "writing
poetry for the ear", was awarded the
2016 Nobel Prize in Literature on
October 13.

This  was the first time the
prestigious award had been bestowed dissent
on a musician. Sara Danius, the

Academy's Permanent Secretary, said influence
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the choice without objection, and that
Dylan would receive a prize of eight
million Swedish Kronor (equivalent to
HKS$7.02 million).

Wastberg described Dylan as the "the
greatest living poet", who
status of an icon" and established his
reputation with songs such as "Blowin'
in the Wind" and "Masters of War"
that capture

consequently  bringing a

on contemporary — music.

concert instead of a

"has the

a spirit of rebellion,
and independence,

profound
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Stockholm later this year would be a

as

traditionally delivered by a laureate, he
smiled and answered, "Let's hope so."

a Jewish
United
As a
teenager he played in various bands
and developed his interest in music,
with a particular passion for American
folk music and blues. He then moved
to New York City at the age of 20 and
started to perform in clubs and cafes,
and finally his debut album Bob Dylan
was released in 1962. Dylan was not

that influential in his early youth and
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by other artists, until he recorded a
number of albums including Bringing
It All Back Home, Blonde On Blonde
etc., which had brought a tremendous
impact  on

confirmed his iconic status.

express  his
religion, love and human society. Some
of Dylan's lyrics
rights movement and Vietnam War
protests in America in 1960s, making
him

More than 50 years on, he 1is still
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He finds 9-5 job more desirable

Dylan has been writing songs to
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R

but he refused to accept the title "voice
of a generation" during an interview
with  The Times two
Instead, he said he simply wanted to

years ago.

popular  music and  get his regular 9-5 job done.

The fact that Dylan won the Nobel
Prize in Literature has surprised the
global literary  community. Some
people have questioned whether Dylan,
concern for politics, however great achievement he has had
in music, deserves to be recognized as
inspired the civil a writer. In fact, Dylan was a
long-time betting favourite to win the
Prize, but his constant failure to grab
"the voice of his generation". the award had turned him into a

subject of mockery.
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