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Rooftop hut tenants need ard amid rising rents
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Rents for subdivided flats have risen 13.6
per cent last year, almost double the rate of

private housing, according to a research.

G

The surge in rents would be even more
alarming if the increase in utility charges paid by
tenants is also taken into account.

Therefore, there is an urgent need for government
action to enhance the support and care of grassroots
living in subdivided flats. The government should seek
to cooperate with charitable organisations to provide
subsidies for basic necessities to vulnerable citizens.
Officials should also explore proactively the possibility
to reintroduce rent control so as to boost the

bargaining power of tenants.

Average rent is 34.4pc of occupant income

Living environment in subdivided flats is extremely
poor. Most of them are located in decades-old
tenement buildings, where vice establishments are often
only a door away. Nearly 60 per cent of them are
reported with maintenance issues such as water
seepage, and over 30 per cent are even structurally
dangerous. Tenants are exposed to potential fire
hazard, crime and health risks.

The research also indicated that these cubicles,

averaging only 133 sq ft, are crammed with an average
of 2.66 people. Each tenant's average living space is
barely 60 sq ft, which is even less than the 75 sq ft in
public housing estates. However, the average rent of
these subdivisions still mounts up to HK $4,100 per
month, 34.4 per cent of what the tenants earn.
Currently, tenants of these subdivided flats include
(CSSA)

recipient families, applicants on the waiting list for

Comprehensive  Social =~ Security —Assistance
public rental housing, foreign tertiary-level students
studying in Hong Kong, cohabiting couples and many
more. As demand comes from all corners of the
society, these low-income housings have been in short
supply in recent years. In some extreme cases,
landlords allegedly double the rent within a year and
claims that "many would still be willing to rent the
place".

To pull these tenants out from the harsh conditions
in subdivided flats, public rental housing would be the
sole solution. However, public housing applicants will
have to wait 4.1 years in average as the number of
applications has skyrocketed from 100,000 to nearly

300,000 in the past decade.

Abandoned schools give temporary room
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Since the composition of subdivided flat tenants is
diversified, a multipronged approach should be adopted
in order to tackle the problem. In the short term,
interim housing could be provided to families who have
been on the public housing waiting list for more than
three years. In the medium term, the government
should consider the possibility of restoring rent control,
so that the signing and renewal of tenancy agreements
could be regulated. By doing so, the government could
act as a mediator between tenants and landlords, and
tenants are protected from eviction or unreasonable
increase in rents.

In the long run, the government must vacate more
public housing flats and improve affordability of private
housings. However, the authorities expect that only
about 100,000 public housing units could be built in
the next four years, which is 30 per cent short of the
original target. It is therefore necessary for the
government to consider other measures to tackle
subdivided flats.

For instance, the government could turn abandoned
schools and dormitories into temporary housings, and
consider extending the Living Subsidy for Non-Public
Housing and Non-CSSA Households, so as to alleviate
the difficulties faced by subdivided flat tenants.
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