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ARTICLE 9

Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on
justice and order, the Japanese people forever renounce
war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or
use of force as means of settling international disputes.

In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding
paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as other
war potential, will never be maintained. The right of
belligerency of the state will not be recognized.
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EE Tomomi Inada, sworn in as Japan's
R .. .
new Defence Minister on August, said
during her speech in Washington DC

that Japan planned to step up its

activity in the South China Sea through joint
with  the  United States.

Announced when Sino-Japanese relations seems to

training  patrols
be ecasing, the bold statement clearly violates
Chinese national interest in the region, and is set
to freeze bilateral ties if vision is translated into
action.

As a matter of fact, China possesses undeniable
sovereignty over the South China Sea. As an
outsider with no geographical proximity, Japan's

intensifying involvement and cooperation with the

Shinzo Abe at the Hangzhou G20 summit early

Chinese  President Xi  Jinping
that  Sino-Japanese had
entered a key phase, where no progress means

September,
reiterated relations
regression. The Abe-Xi meeting was the first
between the two since April 2015, and was widely
regarded as signs of improved ties between the
two countries. What exactly is Japan's intention as
the new Japanese Defence Minister added tensions

again so soon after the summit?

Impairing already cracked relations

Ever since the passage of the new security law
on September 2015, Japan has been trying to use
the South China Sea as a testing ground for

affected Japan's interest because the country is
dependent on open sea lanes for resources. On
November 2015, it signed an agreement with
Vietnam which would allow JMSDF vessels to use
the Cam Ranh Bay port facilities. This January,
some JMSDF P-3C patrol aircrafts performed
duties in the Sea; in March one of their
submarines visited the Philippines and sailed into
the Sea the first time since WW2. Japan's
intention to gradually boost its presence in the
region is crystal clear.

Actually, Japan has been trying to sway the
Philippines into enforcing the so-called "South
China

announced on July.

Sea ruling" when the results were

attempts proved all in vain, it steps up and

directly interferes.

Four reasons to interfere

According to experts, Japan's ambitions can be
summarised into four aspects.

The first 1s to boost its maritime influence and
maintain Abe's "Japanese leadership in Asia". The
second 1s to pin down China on the South China
Sea dispute and divert attention from the East
China Sea, where Japan claims to own the
Diaoyudao Islands. The third is to promote the
"China Threat that the Abe

administration has an excuse to rewrite Japan's

Theory", so

pacifist constitution and re-militarise the country.

U.S. in the South China Sea dispute will only

complicate the regional issue.

During his meeting with the Japanese PM

foreign

officer from the Japanese Maritime Self Defence
Force (JMSDF) has publicly stated that the Sea

conflict participation.

A commanding

an attempt to force

unreasonable and illegal

ruling.

It has also manipulated international opinion in
China to accept the

After

The fourth is to expand Japan's economic
interests and influence in the ASEAN by

these  alienating China.
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