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Ramos to break China-Philippines 1ce
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century should not be excluded in China's list of
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Ramos arrived in Hong Kong on

August 8 on an "ice-breaking"

X/

forward to resuming dialogues between China

mission. He says that he is looking

and the Philippines. Even though ties between
the two countries have been frozen ever since
Manila's arbitration quest on the South China
Sea, China and the

longstanding and a close

Philippines ~ share a
relationship, and
therefore should work closely together to revive
bilateral ties without interference from third

parties.

Pro-China stance welcomed
Ramos, 88, has a long history of friendly

Asia. He is naturally the best choice for the job
as an ice-breaker. During his presidency from
1992 to 1998, Ramos has adopted multiple
approaches to develop a constructive relationship
with China, including bilateral negotiations over
South China Sea disputes. The two countries
healthy

presidential term.

enjoyed a relationship ~ during  his

As a China specialist, Ramos frequently visits
mainland China and is very familiar with China
affairs. He is also the founding chairman of the
Hainan-based Boao Forum for Asia. Within the
Philippines, Ramos is an ardent supporter of

Rodrigo Duterte, the newly elected president.

trading partners while the latter is one of the
largest economy in the world. Being ASEAN's
largest trading partner for six consecutive years,
China has also proposed multiple economic
iitiatives such as the 21" Century Maritime Silk
Route Belt, China-ASEAN
Community of Common Destiny and the "2 plus

Economic

7" cooperation framework between ASEAN and
China.

Ramos' visit to Hong Kong carries a clear
message to China: the Duterte administration
will abandon Benigno Aquino III's
pro-US-anti-China stance. In fact, Duterte has

insulted the US ambassador to Manila, Philip
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speech in a barracks in Cebu. He accused Mr.

Goldberg of intervening the Filipino internal
affairs. These might be hints that suggest Manila
being less dependent on the US.

Respect history and be pragmatic
To settle the South China Sea sovereignty

disputes, involved parties must first acknowledge
the history of the waters, be rational and show
sincerity in tackling the issue. China's proposal to
"shelve differences and seek joint development” is
a pragmatic solution to the decades-old dispute,
and should be taken seriously by all stakeholders

in the region as the basis of multlateral

Just as Ramos says, the Philippines of the 21"

Goldberg, with profane remarks
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