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Glass bottles recycling levy to work from 2018
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bottles from 2018. The levy intends to encourage

bill last month to start charging
importers and suppliers a container
recycling levy on glass beverage
recycling with economic incentives with the hope to
reduce waste and facilitate recycling of waste glass
containers.

Apart from imposing the levy, the government
should also bear in mind the sustainability of the
recycling system and make preparations for
supporting infrastructures, so that the fees would not

be shifted to consumers in the end.

"Polluter pays" princple at work

The introduction of the levy on glass beverage

bottles is indeed an embodiment of the "polluter
pays" principle. According to the statistics published
by the Environmental Protection Department, the
amount of waste glass containers disposed of at
landfills averages 204 tonnes, which constitute about
2.1% of Hong Kong's daily municipal solid waste
disposal in 2014.

As glass beverage bottles could serve multiple
purposes after recycling, these resources should
really be sent to recycling centres instead of being
another encumbrance to our landfills.

In the past, the commercial value for glass
beverage bottles was very limited. But thanks to
technological advancements, presently these bottles
could be turned into materials for the production of

various construction materials such as eco pavers.

Learning point
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Promoting value of recycled materials

Without a doubt, success of the levy would be
heavily dependent on the recycling rate of glass
beverage bottles and the subsequent utilization of
the recycled materials. Apart from providing
economic incentives to boost the recycling rate, the
government should also increase its efforts in
promoting recycled materials. A higher commercial
value due to wider utilisation could make sure that
the recycled materials would not be dumped in the

landfills again.

Don't let consumers bear the cost

Unlike the
Plastic Shopping Bags (plastic bag levy), the new

Environmental Levy Scheme on

A RERE B H B B L e AR
BLEAIAR R > EHRE[E AR TS

SUWH R EFE N RE R KB R
FANBER - BRI
BB > AEEE - REXER

BT RASE B AT BE 3505
W) o3 JEAR & 75 A8 K 2 R IR
[ - i ELIRF A T B4 B B ik
B3 Ry - PR SR

BT B 4k B AL ] i g%
Wy 2 5 - [R] g 6 JEURR Hik AR A0 T
B o [ml Y 2 > AT R SRR
O BEABMMEE - BT

glass bottle levy is targeted at manufacturers and
importers, not the general public.

Due to the regressive nature of the levy, however,
the cost might stll eventually be shifted to
consumers. To avoid such possibility, the authorities
should aid manufacturers and importers to lower
their cost of production, so that they could digest
the extra cost imposed by the new levy.

Currently, waste management and disposal has
become a pressing issue in Hong Kong. Waste
disposal depends heavily on landfills, but all three
landfills will become full by 2019. Waste
reduction, landfill expansion and the

construction  of  incinerators  have
become integral to tackling the waste

issue.
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