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No foreign hand needed in keeping Asian peace
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= The 5th Meeting of the Ministers of

EE Foreign Affairs of the Conference on

Interaction and Confidence-Building

Measures in Asia (CICA) was held in

Beijing on 28 April, 2016. Chinese President Xi
Jinping delivered a speech at its opening.

Due to historical ties and conflicts of interest, risk
factors endangering peaceful development might
exist in certain regions in Asia. However, the
nations and peoples of Asia certainly possess the
wisdom and the ability to put away their petty
differences through dialogues, and would ultimately
build the
commitment and mutual trust.

road to security in Asia through

Resolve opacities via dialogues
The CICA has been adhering to the world trend

in terms of diversity and regional integration since
its inception by promoting mutual trust and
between countries.  The

cooperation Asian

inter-governmental forum also explores the Asian

pathway to security and development while striking
a balance between the interests of participating
countries. As a regional and world power, China is
truly the champion of regional and international
security, one who has been pursuing a foreign
policy of peace.
Adhering  to  the
development, China has also been maintaining the

principle  of  peaceful
international order that has the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter at the core. She has
also been promoting a new-type international
relationship ~ that  features  cooperation  and
reciprocity. The role of China in promoting
international cooperation can be demonstrated in
the CICA Shanghai Summit in 2014, where
President Xi proposed his vision on a common,
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security
in Asia, and called for joint efforts to explore an
inclusive and win-win approach to Asian security
that is for all and by all.

Undeniably, security hotspots exist in Asia. North
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Korea, the South China Sea, Afghanistan, Syria
and Israel have attracted deep concerns from the
international ~ community.  China  stresses  the
importance of dialogues in international relations.
This "Asian way", formed out of long term respect
and coordination with our neighbors, has proven to

be particularly effective in resolving disputes.

Provocations enlarging disputes

However in recent years, an outsider persistently
intervenes Asian affairs in an attempt to consolidate
its own global hegemony. This is especially
apparent in both the Korean Peninsula and the
South China Sea, as this outsider stirs up tension by
increasing its garrison in the area while forming
military alliances with countries in the region.
Besides, it also attempts to internationalise local
conflicts by inciting countries with territorial claims
to escalate the issues to the United Nations and the
International Court of Justice.

Under the influence of such foreign provocations,
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territorial disputes and local conflicts in Asia are
often magnified, clouding the prospect of peaceful
development in the region. Asian countries must be
vigilant against such foreign influence on domestic
affairs. It is also imperative that no foreign powers
be invited in order to prevent complexities in
regional problems.

Asia is the fastest growing economy in the world.
There is still a lot of potential for regional
cooperation and integration. Peace and stability in
Asia would be beneficial to both the region and the
globe. It would take a combined and coordinated
effort between Asian countries to achieve security
and development.

Any attempt to invite foreign powers into the
regional play would only bring a foreign yoke on
Asian neck, with detrimental effects brought onto
not only the inviter, but the whole of Asia. Leaders
of Asian countries must weigh the consequences of

such an action.

( Excerpted from WWP editorial April 29 )
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