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; The 100th annual Pulitzer Prizes, American

X/

New York Times and Reuters shared the prize for breaking

journalism's highest honor, were announced on
April 18. The Associated Press won the prize for
public service, the most prestigious of all. The

news photography.

AP journalists Margie Mason, Robin McDowell, Martha
Mendoza and Esther Htusan spent 18 months tracking loads
of men from Myanmar and other Southeast Asian countries
who, imprisoned in an island village in Indonesia, were
forced to be slave labors for fishing and processing shrimps.

The processed seafood would then be sold to the

supermarkets, restaurants and pet stores in the U.S.

The stories, photos and videos in the report drew
international attention and urged related law enforcement
units to take immediate actions. It helped free thousands of
fishermen and other labors, the arrest of traffickers, the

seizure of millions of dollars in goods and the crackdown on

SR

shrimp peeling plants.

"We stand up for people who don't have a voice, that
we use the tools of our craft to inform the world and right
wrongs that need to be righted," AP Executive Editor
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Kathleen Carroll spoke highly of the four reporters'
contribution. This is the news agency's 52nd Pulitzer but the
very first for public service.

Reuters and The New York Times were awarded for their
photo coverage of the Middle Eastern refugees who, upon
arriving in Europe, kept rushing ashore while continually
falling and tripping on the beach. "We showed the world
what was going on, and the world cared. It showed that
humanity is still alive," said Yannis Behrakis, the Reuters
chief photographer for Greece and Cyprus. "We made for
these unfortunate people's voice to be heard. Now with a
Pulitzer, we feel that our work has been professionally
recognized." Behrakis shared the prize with Tyler Hicks,
Mauricio Lima, Sergey Ponomarev and Daniel Etter of The
New York Times.

The breaking news reporting went to the Los Angeles
Times for its coverage chronicling a terrorist attack and its
aftermath that happened in San Bernardino, California. The
Tampa Bay Times and the Sarasota Herald-Tribune shared
the prize for investigative reporting for collaboratively
exposing Florida's mental health hospitals' indifference and

frequent violence to patients.
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