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Dumplings,

red packets of money, long noodles
all of these

are traditional Chinese trappings of Asian Lunar New Year

symbolizing long life, fireworks at midnight -

celebrations happening around the globe.
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This year, however, many Chinese tables will feature a
new, unlikely addition to their traditional meals: lobsters
from the US state of Maine.
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China's hunger for this storied slice of Americana has
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been growing over the past decade.
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As China's middle class has developed increasingly
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cosmopolitan tastes, their presence has been felt in unlikely
areas of the global economy. The majority of Maine
lobster exports still go to Canada, but even with record
catches, wholesalers say they hadn't anticipated this much
demand from a country so geographically distant - a major
concern when shipping live seafood.
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bought virtually no lobster from Maine. Now the Chinese

New Year is the busiest time of year - even busier than

Flying nearly half a million pounds of lobster to China

has proven especially challenging this winter.
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"With Christmas, it's only one day," Nadeau says. By
contrast, she says she'll spend four weeks this year filling
her Chinese New Year orders.
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she adds.

"It's my busiest year ever," "The Chinese are

very fond of live seafood.”
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make it less hot, or can be someone who likes something a lot and follows it, (in this case, football).

Something cool can be something that is popular or something with a low temperature. The two men confuse
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