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| Saudi women cast first votes, and transport's free
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PRI 4= Benl S 41 F ¢ The Middle East
country Saudi Arabia allowed women to run
and vote in the municipal council elections on
December 12 last year. The taxi-hailing app
Uber
empowerment group, Al-Nahda Philanthropic

worked with a local women's
Society for Women, to give women free lifts to
polling stations to cast ballots.

The previous monarch King Abdullah had
decided to allow women to take part in
elections during his reign. This time, among
the 6,917 registered candidates who were
running for office of the 284 local councils,
979 were women. There were over 130,000
female voters, making up less than 10% of the
voting pool. Women are still barred from
driving, and there are limited public transport
services and the safety concern of taking taxi.
All  these, Al-Nahda's chairperson Rasha
Al-Turki explained, had made Uber the
primary option for women. She thanked Uber
for its cooperation and approved of its free
ride offers that were in line with the course of

the association to fight for women's rights and
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Al-Nahda's campaign for gender equality. It

also had had around 120 women urge females
to register to be voters on streets, social media,
billboards, television and radio. Critics believe
allowing women to stand for election and
voting was only a small step toward gender
equality in the country. Apart from banning
women from driving, the kingdom requires

male custody for them on traveling, marrying,
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that could help boost female voter turnout.

The coalition with Uber was part of
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