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Universal Retirement Protection Scheme
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The latest data released by the Census and Statistics
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What arouses our concern is the continuously ageing

Department (C&SD) project a local population growth from
the current estimate of 7.2 million, at a rate of 0.4% per
annum, to a peak of 8.22 million in 2043. Domestic life
expectancy at birth is also expected to extend; by 2064
males will probably live to 87 years and females 92.5 years.

population: elderly people aged 65 and above will go up to
33% in 2064, from the current 15%. By the United Nations'

standard, a society is defined as ageing if its citizens aged 60

or above compose 7% to 10% of the total population.

ageing population and extending life expectancies, can the

on the rocks, which is 32.6% of the elderly population.

scheme nor health insurance scheme, and the retirement

protection the Mandatory Provident Fund offers is hardly

ever sufficient.

future Hong Kong weather the storm?

Sailing through the impending challenges posed by our

The issue of elderly poverty is more pressing here than it
is in other developed countries or regions. Some 2012

statistics show that about 0.3 million aged citizens are living

Currently there is neither universal retirement protection
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urgent in the matter—and undertake studies and draw up

countermeasures promptly before our populace grows too
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Voluntary Health Insurance Scheme
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A responsible government should see something very
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1. If we choose to live in the suburbs, we
can pay a lower rent. But what you lose
swings,

on the you gain on the
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roundabouts. We need to spend more on
transportation.
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2. She didn't win the singing competition,
but was invited to an audition for a major
role in a movie. So what you lose on the
swings, you gain on the roundabouts.
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3. It's hard to tell which hotel is better.
One is near the station but more
expensive. The other is cheaper but not
so convenient. It's really swings and
roundabouts.
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4. There are equal advantages and
disadvantages of changing the system.
It's swings and roundabouts. We need
more investigations and discussions.
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Look for a word which is the opposite in
meaning to XXX.
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Read the following paragraph. Then answer the MC question.

“Till now, home prices have been fluctuating greatly, and with transaction volumes ascending,
home prices are under greater upward pressure," remarked a real estate analyst.

In the above paragraph, what is the meaning of "ascending” ?
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