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E £ BTS2 T © The Ig Nobel Prizes of this year were
awarded on September 17. The Prize for physics was given to
the research team of Georgia Institute of Technology with their
discovery of the "law of urination." They found that all mammals
weighing over three kilograms, regardless of body size, would
take about 21 seconds to empty their bladders.

Michael Smith, a graduate of Cornell University, and the
entomologist Dr. Justin Schmidt, a researcher from the
University of Arizona, were jointly awarded the Prize for
physiology with their research on the level of pain when stung
by various insects. Smith let bees sting him five times a day on
25 different parts of his body. The experiment lasted 38 days,
with a total of around 200 stings received. The most painful
parts turned out to be the nostrils, the upper lip and the penis;
the least the skull, the middle finger and the upper arm.

Schmidt had 150 species bite him a thousand times, then
created the Schmidt "sting pain index" which ranges from one
to four (the most painful). Bee stings only rank a two, while that
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