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Now about two-thirds of Japan's 19,000
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Rt 2 Bl B3 40 F ¢ The Japan Tourism
Agency announced on Aug 22 that it proposed
to lower the sales tax-free threshold for foreign
visitors. The minimum expenditure required to
be exempt from the eight per cent tax would
be reduced from the current ¥ 10,000 (around
HKD 632) to ¥5,000 (around HKD 316), at a
single shop by one person per day. The scope
of duty-free products would extend from
expensive items, such as electronic appliances
and kimonos, to cheaper products, like craft

goods, with an aim to divert tourists out of the

encourage more travelers to buy such products

and more local stores to register as tax-free

shops.
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number of tax-free shops in towns and villages.
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