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I A B AT B3 WK ¢ The police of Chiba Prefecture, Japan,
revealed that some staff of online dating websites pretended to be female
members to lure male members into paying to text their "girls." Among
the 2.7 million members there was only one female. The police
estimated that the 42-year-old website owner had swindled members out
of 6.6 billion Japanese Yen (roughly 420 million HKD) from 2004 to
2014. The "girls" used the communication software LINE to spread
messages, saying that they had broken up with boyfriends and felt
lonely. The website offered "free chatrooms,” but members had to pay if
they wished to send private texts. The staff made the victims feel that
they had the chance to get their targets, who then paid for more quota.
When they asked for meeting up face-to-face, the "girls" rejected with
excuses. Last year the Japanese Consumer Affairs Agency created an
advertisement which imitated online dating websites to alert the public,
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