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The Lamma ferry tragedy that claimed 39
lives had left people of Hong Kong in
overwhelming grief. On 24 April, the HKSAR
government publicized an internal report on
the investigation of the Marine Department.
The report accused the Marine Department
of a series of maladministration
negligence in discharging duty on the ¢
Lamma IV The
Transport and Housing Cheung Bing-leung

and

vessel. Secretary  for
pointed out that as many as 17 officers of the

department were involved in acts of
misconduct, and the investigation team has
suggested taking disciplinary actions against the officers involved. The report has
revealed the long-standing malpractice of the Marine Department, and unveiled
the fact that the department has been non-law-abiding and cursory in its
discharge of regulatory duties. This poses a serious threat to the maritime safety in
Hong Kong. To do justice to the victims, the authorities must hold the
department and the relevant officers, be they serving or retired, responsible for
dereliction of duty and punish them seriously. More importantly, the relevant
authorities must learn from this bloody lesson, vigorously rectify the bureaucratic
behavior inside the Marine Department, and plug the regulation loopholes so as

to ensure maritime safety in Hong Kong.
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Prosecute those responsible for the ferry tragedy and plug the loopholes

Seaways of Hong Kong are very busy. A
lot of passenger and cargo vessels enter the
harbour each day to carry out all sorts of
transportation and trade activities. The Marine
Department is responsible for monitoring the
safety of vessels and maintaining order at sea.
Their responsibility is of upmost importance.
=54 However, as exposed in the Lamma tragedy
.1 report, there are various regulatory problems
£ such as insufficient life vests for children,
non-compliant water-tight door design, etc.,
which are to a large extent a result of the
bureaucratic and perfunctory attitude of
the staff in the department. The long-standing malpractice inside the department
has become normal practice. If these problems are allowed to persist in the
department, maritime safety in Hong Kong will be undermined. Therefore, the
authorities must forcefully eliminate the malpractice and strengthen the
management of the department. They should also introduce advanced technology
and experience from abroad and promptly enhance the standard of maritime
management in Hong Kong so that similar incidents can be prevented from
happening again.
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MDuring this period of
transition, performances and results have
not been what Manchester United and its
fans are used to or expect, and | both un-
derstand and share their frustration.
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Tl remain proud to have led the team
to the quarter—finals of this year's Champi-
ons League and | remain grateful to Sir Al-
ex Ferguson for believing in my ability and
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just on his work.
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Some people are strong enough to
take it on the chin when they fail; some,
however, are not able to get over and
complain all the time.
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It is difficult to find a job these days, but
you should keep your chin up and keep
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giving me the chance to manage Man-
chester United. |
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He was a bit upset when he lost in the
competition but he took it on the chin and
decided to try again next year.
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No matter what the colleagues say, he
always takes it on the chin and focuses

trying.
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Chin up. Don't worry. We will be able
to finish our work before deadline.
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