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The government has launched a three-month public consultation on the fu-
ture fuel mix for electricity generation in Hong Kong. The link between Hong
Kong and the mainland is getting increasingly tight, so no matter what form of fuel
mix Hong Kong adopts in future, it will inevitably be closely connected to the ener-
gy policy on the mainland. Hong Kong is a tiny place. Taken into consideration
factors such as generation cost and land use, suitably purchasing electricity from
the mainland power grid not only benefits environmental protection in Hong Kong
but also provides better cost effectiveness. Certainly, for the purpose of enhancing
power supply assurance, the Hong Kong government can adopt a two-fold strategy
where the percentage of power generation
by natural gas and also the share of electrici-
ty purchase from the mainland can both be
increased.

In this public consultation, the govern-
ment proposes two options for fuel mix in
the future. One option is to increase the per-
centage of power generated by natural gas.
The percentage of natural gas power will in-
crease from the current 20% to 60% while
renewable energy or coal-fired power will
account for 20% and nuclear electricity im-
ported from Daya Bay will remain at 20%.

The other option is to purchase more elec-
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Suitably purchasing electricity 1s environment-friendly and more cost effective

tricity from the Southern China Power Grid on the mainland up to 30%. Natural
gas generation will account for the other 40% and nuclear electricity from Daya
Bay will be maintained at the level of 20%. Under this option, the percentage of
coal-fired power will be reduced to 10% while imported electricity will make up
50% of the total power supply in Hong Kong. According to the first option, the
percentage of power generated by natural gas will be increased; so investment
needs to be made to install new generating units. Taking into account also the in-
crease of the price of natural gas, the government estimates that the total power
generation cost will rise and by then electricity tariff will be more or less the same
as that of purchasing electricity from the main-
land.

Historically and geographically, Hong Kong is
closely connected to the development on the
mainland in every aspect. Under ‘one-country,
two-systems’, the motherland will support
Hong Kong unfailingly in whatever beneficial to
The

Kong power grid is to link up to the mainland

the special administrative region. Hong
| and purchasing electricity from the mainland is
the unavoidable trend.
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So where do you like to shop?

TEMREEE MR EEHE ?

| just want to ask you a question, do | look better with glasses,
or without?

BAREE—T  AERERBEFEERABRFITFE?

| just want to ask you a question, | have my girlfriend's cell
phone. Should | check her messages?
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| think he is trying to set up his own
business, but he is playing his cards very
close to his chest. | am not really sure.
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You never know
what she has in mind.
She always keeps her
cards close to her
chest and you can't tell
what she will do next.
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direct people who don't
hold cards close to their chest.
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If you want others to understand
and help, you have to first put your
cards on the table.
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The directors never put their
cards on the table. So there are a
lot of speculations about their
plans.
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If he had put his cards on the table and
communicated his feelings honestly, there
would not have been so much misunder—
standing.
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