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The first thing he did was calling the
police.
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He is always the first person in the
company to arrive at meetings.
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The little boy was a bit nervous the
first day he was at school.
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The first duty of the government
must be to protect the rights of the
citizens.
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Family is always his first priority.
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As a teacher, his first responsibility is
to teach the students well.
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According to Washington officials, less than 50 sites in
Syria had been listed as military targets and would be
attacked by Tomahawk cruise missiles within today (August
30" the latest. It was stressed that the aim of “limited ”
military action was to “deter and degrade” the Bashar al-

the global financial market.
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Its going to be a busy day. But first
things first, let's have something to eat.
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There may be a lot of problems for
them to solve. First things first, they
should think about the standard of their
work.
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There are many things that | want to
say. But first things first, | have to say
thank you.
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Assad regime. However, the rapid deterioration of the
situation in Syria had already triggered a series of
withdrawals of funds from emerging markets. Stock
markets around the world also experienced a small crash
yesterday (August 29"%). Any military action against Syria
carried out by US-led Western countries will possibly end
up toppling the Syrian government. This will simply expose
the contradiction in the words and deeds of these Western
countries who had claimed that they had no intention to
overthrow the Assad regime. Syria plays a very important
role in the Middle East. A war, once started, will
inescapably ignite the powder keg in the region and cause
geopolitical conflicts to escalate. Eventually, the global
economy will suffer. The international crude oil market, in
particular, will be seriously affected, casting a shadow over
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The whole world will fall victim to Western military actions against Syria
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The crisis in Syria had already ignited the ammunition
fuse of a market fluctuation and financial markets around
the world had to bear the brunt. Yesterday, 29 August, a
small scale stock market crash was triggered. Not only were
the major markets and currencies of the Middle East badly
affected, major stock market indices in Asia also closed
lower and markets in Europe and America as well suffered.
Affected by the situation in Syria, the stock market in Hong
Kong followed the plunge in external markets and dropped
350 points to a 5 week low. The recent plunge in India and
Indonesia may also infect other emerging markets such as
Brazil and Turkey. In addition, the Syrian crisis deepens
concern about oil supply in the international market and so
will cause the oil price to rise. The continuous deterioration
of the Syria crisis is going to cast a shadow over the present
rebounding global economy. Then, fluctuations in the
markets around the world will be inevitable, and this will
give rise to more worries over the volatility of the financial
market.
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Glossary :

TRHEED  pilot ¥@BJE  Boutique Hotel
RATEEE cadet I8 Hostel

B3 Paris BRMZEFL  Air-conditioned
f®% London SliEF9  Arch of Triumph
BREMZAT budget airline HEJE Bakery

ZFRARIEE  cabin crew ZEXRIBHEE Baguette
EXFAFEE (4£A8) Croissant

BEREHS%MIE  Paris Charles De Gaulle Airport
EBBEEAE  The Avenue des Champs-Elysémes
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