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Speed up the extension of old age living allowance to Guangdong Scheme
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The Secretary for Labour and Welfare Cheung Kin-chung announced on 10
June the ‘Guangdong Scheme’ under which eligible elderly people who have
moved to Guangdong Province will be allowed to collect fruit money in their
locality of residence. In fact, the living standard on the mainland has been
rising and Renminbi keeps on appreciating. The authorities should step up
their efforts to incorporate the old age living allowance into the Guangdong

Scheme and increase the sum
of allowance under the
scheme. These can tie in with
the easing of eligibility
restrictions on absence from
Hong Kong,
greater support to Hong
Kong elderly people who

providing ..

choose to spend their old age
on the mainland.

Currently, many elders are
moving back to Hong Kong
because of inflation on the
mainland and the continual
appreciation of Renminbi in
recent years. The fruit money
which is just more than HKD1,000 is now hardly enough for the old people to
live their lives on the mainland. In the past, the elders were able to lead quite a
comfortable life on the mainland on just their own savings. The Guangdong
Scheme was introduced by the former government in 2011, but now the living
expenses for the elderly people residing on the mainland have increased
considerably compared with those two years ago. At present, a Guangdong
Scheme applicant receives only HKD1,135 a month, which is HKD1,065 less
than the old age living allowance of HKD2,200 passed in April this year. This

difference is good enough for the elders
from Hong Kong to improve lives on
the mainland. Although the government
has expressed the intention to study the
incorporation of the old age living
y allowance into the Guangdong Scheme,
it has also stressed that such action will
& only take place after the scheme has
§ been reviewed within a year after it has
% ! been in operation for a certain period of
time.

Apart from easing the eligibility
restrictions on absence from Hong
Kong for receiving fruit money and
increasing the sum of allowance under
the Guangdong Scheme, the authorities
should also review the current social welfare policies, taking into
consideration the trend of convergence between Guangdong and Hong Kong.
It should engage in greater collaboration with mainland agencies and social
welfare organizations in areas of medical care, housing and social welfare
policies in order to provide better support to the Hong Kong elderly people
who choose to live on the mainland in their twilight years.
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Glossary :

scrimp and save BRAER

save for a rainy day AEHAZ

save your face #EEF

save your neck FRRAEIE o

lend someone a hand BRIAMES

lend an ear to someone RERANRZ

lend colour to something SRENENEETD
borrow trouble EEVEl:
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Last wild picture Steve Winter (USA)
MHERARYERLE
Runner-up, The Gerald Durrell Award for Endangered Species
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The government has to listen to the
voices of different citizens.
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The district council represents the voice of
the residents.
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There are some dissenting voices in the
council.
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It is quite impossible for all council members
to speak with one voice.
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They finally decided with one voice not to
take the case to court.
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He is often considered to be the voice of
reason in the committee.
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The voice of experience tells you never to
take up smoking.
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She had warned them to be careful, but
unluckily it was a voice in the wilderness.
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They got angry as their opinion was
regarded as a voice crying in the wilderness.
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We can make our voice heard more
effectively with better language.
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