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However there is not much of a balanced exchange to speak

of, as you can find very few books about modern China even in

libraries of schools and universities here, let alone in the

bookshops.

As time moves on, we are seeing an older generation of

language experts fading away. David Hawkes, a Sinologist at

Oxford, who translated the ancient Chinese classic The Story of
the Stone, passed away last summer in 2009. When I visited
him at his home last spring, I could not help feeling his

loneliness. His great work is little, if at all, known here.
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“They say that an oak tree is brought into
creation by two forces at the same time.
Obviously, there is the acorn from which it all
begins, the seed which holds all the promise
and potential, which grows into a tree.
Everybody can see that. But only a few can
recognize that there is anther force operating
here as well-the future tree itself, which wants
so badly to exist that it pulls the acorn into
being, drawing the seedling forth with longing
out of the void, guiding the evolution from
nothingness to maturity. In this respect, say the
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Zens, it is the oak tree that
creates the very acorn
from which it was born.”
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