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) = According to Pat, why do parents want to keep
their children away from the TV and computer?
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"Parent want leisure activities that will keep their
children away from the TV and computer," says Pat.
"They’re more into interactive games at present. The
way a child behaves reflects how his or her parents treat
him. Activities like this that get families together can only
be rewarding."
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[ China is suffering a glut of university graduates
who can't find appropriate jobs, and a shortage of
blue-collar workers. These jobless university
graduates comprise an unusual underclass, they're
educated, white-collar, net-savvy yet broke. China’s
higher-education system is churing out too many
university graduates with high-paying expectations
and not enough practical skills. Cross-national
employers privately complain the fresh Chinese
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Naturally, China is still learning and adjusting to its new global
role, as it lacks the historical experience of operating on the global
stage, and also it is still very much preoccupied with domest issues.

That leads to my second point: China is still a developing country.
We in China are more conscious of our weaknesses and the
challenges facing our country.

People tend to forget that China’s GDP in per capita terms is only
a little more than 3,000 dollars, ranking us as 104" in the world.
Here in the UK, with a per capita GDP more than a dozen times
that of China, I wonder if you remember when in history the United
Kingdom was at China’s income level today. According to the
British economist Angus Maddison, it was as far back as 1913.
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university graduates are often without a clue
when it comes to working in an office
environment. Tellingly, last year there was a drop
in college entrance examinations, the all-
important rite of path by which university
freshmen are chosen. By contrast, applications to
blue-collar vocational schools jumped. |
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The new underclass is China’s
As educated professionals, they expect

jobs on completion of their studies, but managers
complain that many lack even the basic
needed in the workplace. The excess of white-collar

workers has resulted in a
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workers. As a consequence, this has encouraged

students to skip

and apply directly to .
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