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Chow Yun-fat was born in Hong Kong of
Hakka origin. He grew up in a farming
community on Lamma Island in a house
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newspaper ad and his actor-trainee
application was accepted by TVB.
He signed a 3-year contract with the
studio and made his acting debut. With
his striking good looks and easy-going

personality, Chow because a heartthrob
and a familiar face in soap operas.
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I was deeply struck by Sir Winston Churchill's devotion to learning. When
still a backbencher, he had already distinguished himself as a bright young
man in the Commons. He explained that no one can be bright without
learning, and disclosed how he devoted hours and even days to finding the
background facts from bookshelves in the corridors of Westminster, before
asking every two-minute question.

This inspired me greatly, especially as my studies got harder. To this day, I still
work very hard on every speech and interview I do, including this one and I thank
the English-Speaking Union for giving me a unique opportunity of a training course
in Oxford for speaking and debating skills during my studies in the UK in the
1980s. I hope the training worked for me, but if you judge me to be a poor speaker
today, at least you know where some of the blame lies. (Laughter)
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