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Visiting the poor in the festive season is a gesture of care but implementing poverty
alleviation measures 1s the fundamental task
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In the joyful festival of Christmas, the Chief Secretary for Administration
and chairperson of the Commission on Poverty, Mrs Carrie Lam personally
visited two households living in a cubicle apartment as well as a roof-top
house in Sham Shui Po; and she also met the homeless in the neighbourhood.

Christmas just passed and New Year was
round the corner. During this festive season,
the Chief Executive Mr Leung Chun-ying
and the Chief Secretary Mrs Carrie Lam had
paid successive visits to the poor people and
listened to their hardship. This shows the
loving care the government has towards the
underprivileged people. It is a much-needed
move for the Chief Executive and principal
officials to visit the poor, but the more
important task is to help the poor solve their
specific problems. The authorities should
implement as quickly as possible various
poverty alleviation policies, in particular to

meet the housing needs of the grassroots. Targeted policies, such as turning
abandoned factory buildings and old buildings in the urban area into hostels
for single persons, should be introduced in order to provide shelter for the

poor people in need.

Currently, the most pressing problem faced by the underprivileged is
housing. As the rent continues to surge and the chance of being allocated a

public housing unit is remote, quite a
number of people resort to living in “small
subdivided units”. However, as supply
does not meet demand, even the rent for a
“small subdivided units” rises to a level
that leaves the poor people with no choice
but to become street sleepers. To tackle the
problem, the authorities should make
better use of their existing resources and
turn the large number of abandoned old
buildings and factory buildings in the
urban area into hostels for single persons
to give the needy people a temporary
home until they successfully apply for a

public housing unit. As regards the hardship suffered by the grassroots due to
inflation, the government should incorporate comprehensive poverty relief
and alleviation measures in the Policy Address soon to be announced,

demonstrating care and support to the underprivileged people by means of

administrative measures.
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Translation by Tung-ming [ tungming23@gmail.com ]
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The Heavenly Breeze: Selected Works of Gao Qifeng and His Disciples
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Spring returns
1932
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Never buy a pig in a poke. You
should examine the product carefully
before you pay.
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If we don't find out the details before
we invest in a fund, we may buy a pig in
a poke.
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The second hand camera she bought online
didn't work. She bought a pig in a poke.
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We should have been more careful. What we
chose turned out to be a pig in a poke.
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