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Tang Siu Bun, also known as Ah Bun, who had openly requested euthanasia,

died of illness yesterday. Ah Bun had suffered a great deal of misfortune in his
life but with unceasing life force, he managed to get over difficulty after
difficulty and overcome the torment caused by his physical disability. He had
lived his rather short life to demonstrate the great spirit of a “life fighter”, and
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I can't talk about China without mentioning its political and democratic
development. The Western world tends to over-estimate the economic
progress in China and overlook China's pronounced progress in political
restructuring and socialist democratic development. Before coming here,
I searched on Baidu, a Chinese search engine, for “China's political
restructuring and democratic development” and I got 1.39 million results
in less than a second. There are diverse opinions on this subject and
many insightful analysis and suggestions.

For me, having seen the anarchy of the Cultural Revolution in the
1960s and 1970s and then witnessing the progress of reform, I can see
China has come a long way in the development of democratic decision
making and the rule of law..
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- Ah Bun lived up to the spirit of an unyielding “life fighter”

to perform for us a role model who had loved life and lived for today. The
departure of Ah Bun has caused more thoughts and discussions on euthanasia
in society. It is necessary that the government give greater support and care to
patients who suffer from paralysis from the neck down and let them feel the
warmth in our community.

At the age of 23, Ah Bun accidentally fell and was injured when he was
practising somersault. The accident eventually left him paralysed from the
neck. With tremendous stamina of his mind, he gradually overcame the
disability of his body. He learnt to input characters stroke by stroke by
tapping the computer keyboard with a chopstick he held in his mouth. Alas,
the first letter he had so written was addressed to the then Chief Executive Mr
Tung Chee-hwa, making a plea for euthanasia.

Ah Bun's story soon shook the entire community. Many people gave him
moral support in different ways and, together with the encouragement of his
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family, Ah Bun once again got over his physical disability. Last year, he |

moved out of the hospital where he had spent 19 years of his life and returned
to the community. The footsteps of Ah Bun tell us that in front of a cruel fate,
great determination is what we need to triumph over adversity and recover
from setbacks. Ah Bun had also during his lifetime advised the youth to
treasure their lives and to cherish the people close to them. The best way to
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remember him is really for us to practise what he preached.
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Translation by Tung-ming [ tungming23@gmail.com ]
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The cabin in the woods was discarded and the
place as silent as the grave.
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He is as silly as a goose and does not seem to be
able to be serious.
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We Can never pin him down for he is as

slippery as an eel.
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He is always the last to finish: he is as slow as a
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snail.
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His tongue is as smooth as silk.
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We should exercise daily to be healthy and to
stay as sound as a bell.
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He never relaxes and is as stiff as a poker.
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The weight lifters is as strong as an ox.
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It is impossible to persuade him. He is as
stubborn as a mule.
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No one can move him, he is as sturdy as an oak.
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He is always punctual and arrives on the dot as

sure as fate.
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His fiancee is docile and sweet as honey.
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In the race he ran as swift as lightning.
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Many basketball players seem to be as tall as a

giraffe.
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People suffering starvation are thin as a sake.
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She is as tough as nails and does not vyield to
pressure.
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The poor lady was so frightened that she turned
as white as sheet.
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After years of experience, the old man is as wise as

an owl.
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