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Poverty alleviation 1nitiatives have to be strengthened to solve deep rooted contradictions
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The HKSAR government has announced the reinstatement of the Commission

on Poverty. The reinstated commission will comprise members from a wide social

spectrum including relevant senior government officials, legislative councillors as
well as representatives from the business sector, non-governmental organizations,
academics and front-line social workers. The composition enables different views

and opinions to be reflected in the discussion and policy-making process of the
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Is China a Power? (6)

commission, which ensures that policies formulated can be geared to the
interests and needs of various social strata. On the other hand, the make-up
of the commission also facilitates a better communication with the
Legislative Council, which helps to make sure that the relevant poverty
alleviation policies can gain the support of the law-making body. Poverty
alleviation was an important component of the Election Manifesto of the
Chief Executive. Now, the pledge is turned into a concrete initiative
implemented under the auspices of the most senior level of the government.
This demonstrates that the government places great emphasis on the issue of
poverty, and that it is determined and willing to make an effort to solve the
poverty problem. It is a right move towards eliminating the deep rooted
contradictions in Hong Kong.

The Commission on Poverty is not just a forum for discussion but also a
platform for action. Two funds have been incorporated under the
commission. One of them is the existing Community Care Fund, and the
other is the new Social Innovation And Entreprencurship Development
Fund. The Community Care Fund has been in operation for many years
and more than a dozen projects have been launched under the principle of
"implementing initiatives as they are ready". These projects have already
benefitted a considerable number of needy people, and in the days ahead, the
fund will continue to roll out more and more projects. The newly set-up Social
Innovation And Entrepreneurship Development Fund will focus on some newer

models of poverty alleviation such as helping the social enterprises and
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encouraging employment. The Commission on Poverty will directly oversee and

manage these two funds, supporting and working in collaboration with them
through resource allocation. This will help expedite the implementatdon of
poverty alleviation policies and make the effects of such policies be felt as early as
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—By the end of March, China’ s foreign exchange reserves were 30 times that
of the UK. Among the ten biggest banks in the world, four are from China and
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one is from the UK. The market value of ICBC can buy two HSBCs with still a

bit of surplus. However, London is a global financial centre with about 550 foreign

banks and 170 international securities firms. Among the top 500 companies in

Europe, 100 set up their headquarters in London.

K for Knowledge
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—The UK is a post-industrial society and urban residents make up 90% of the
population. China is in the early phase of industrialisation and urbanisation, with
53.4% of the population being rural residents, and 135 million people still living
under a dollar a day.

The list can go on and on. That is why, as a survey shows, 80% of Chinese
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disagree that we have ascended to the status of a global power.
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Cruising the Universe: Fantastic Animals in the Arts of China
MR ETEIRK [=F/ER [REEE] WURFE
1842
Painted enamel hand warmer with design of three goats
and mandarin ducks in lotus pond in reserved panels
18th century
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The pastor always has a kind word or look for

everyone in his congregation. He is as gentle as a

lamb by nature.
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When the athlete was awarded the gold medal,

she was happy as a lark!
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Nothing can move him for his as hard as nails.
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Whew > recent temperatures have been so
high that really it is as hot as hell.
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When I passed my open exams, my heart was
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The ballerina was dancing as light as a feather.
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Poor as a church mouse, the labourer hardly

has enough money for food each day.
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Hong Kong has many places as pretty as a
picture.
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Proud as a pcacock he is always showing off.
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On hearing the police siren, the burglar

disappeared as quick as a flash.
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The teacher found the student very intelligent,

as sharp as a needle.
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