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The Kowloon Motor Bus Co. Ltd(KMB) said, on 12 October, that 70% of its
routes, including those which overlapped with the services of the MTR, were
running at a loss. The company indicated that as its operation is under great
pressure, it will have to consider the proposal of raising fares; however, if it
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Fred Bergsten, Director of the Peterson Institute for International Economics,

first suggested the idea of the G2, and hence the coined word "Chimerica."
Brzezinski believed that China is second only to the United States. A survey in
Europe at the end of 2007 echoed his view, as 80% of the respondents believed
China has become the No.2 world power. Clearly China is moving from the
margin to the centre of world politics.

There are some loudly expressed concerns about what kind of power China
will become. And I am often asked when I have given a speech: As China
grows stronger, would China impose its will on others?

But, is China a power? The response of the Chinese people is very different.
Most of them still see China as a developing country and all these flattering by
outsiders is nothing but "Huyou," a popular Chinese expression, or literally in
English, trying to sweep China off its feet.
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can restructure its routes, the pressure of fare increase may be reduced.
Being a public transport company that has a considerable bearing on
people's livelihood, KMB should perform its social responsibility and try
its best not to use fare increase as a means to offset cost. Nevertheless, if
restructuring routes can help to cut cost and reduce fare, the government
should take an active role in gathering opinions of both the district
councils and KMB in order to foster the restructuring of KMB bus routes.
In addition to encouraging environmental protection, this can also relieve
the pressure of fare increase and avoid putting extra burden on the citizens.

KMB said that its proposals to restructure routes had always been turned
down by the district councils and therefore it had to reduce the frequency
of service to hold down the cost. KMB has the responsibility to provide
services convenient to the people, and the district councils also have the
responsibility to reflect views of the people on keeping the routes. In fact,
the restructuring proposals were often turned down largely because the
route restructuring guidelines provided by the authorities were inadequate.
There was no information on interchange bus stop locations, sectional fares as
well as elderly concessions, and interchange concessions were not
offered as an incentive. These have made it very hard for the bus
restructuring proposals to gain general support.

While the authorities should stringently examine the fare increase proposal
put forth by KMB; they should also at the same time discuss positively with
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KMB the strategy of route restructuring. At present, most of the buses in
Hong Kong are Euro II and Euro III designs which produce heavy emissions.
After route restructuring, the number of buses running on the road will be
reduced and that will help improve air quality. The authorities can offer
incentives to push KMB to actively consider downsizing its fleet and
restructuring its routes.

Translation by Tung-ming(tungming23@gmail.com)
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