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Set a poverty line that matches the situation of Hong Kong
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The Task Force on the Commission on Poverty held its last meeting at the end of
last month and agreed that Hong Kong should set a poverty line in future. The
consent of the new government to set a poverty line for Hong Kong is a step
forward in formulating strategy on poverty alleviation. However, to establish a
poverty line which is generally accepted and credible, the government has to not
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The UK government has pledged two million pounds of aid and has also
sent a team of seven excellent doctors. The Embassy has received more than
970,000 pounds of cash donations from people across the UK. And an 18-year-
old British student Isaac Lewis has said he would walk all the way from his
home in Shotton, North Wales to London to raise money for the quake victims.

On behalf of the people in the affected areas, I would like to once again
extend our deep thanks. My thanks also go to the media for presenting a true
picture of the disaster and our relief efforts and showing the world that the

Chinese people are not robots without feelings. They are capable of helping
each other, with a new generation of responsible citizens growing up in China,
particularly young people born in the 1980s, who now understand the true
meaning of sharing, loving and unity. Reconstruction will be a longterm
process. We look forward to continued cooperation with the UK and the
international community.

In China, we believe offering tea is a gesture of friendship. So enjoy your tea
and our friendship. Thank you.
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only take reference from international practices, but also consider the
actual situation and characteristics of Hong Kong. The line should be
practicable and at the same time able to balance the interests of various
parties. The poverty line is merely an indicator; the prime objective of
setting up the line is to help the government formulate longer-term
poverty alleviation policy in future. It is important that the government
speeds up the study on introducing poverty alleviation measures so that
more people living below the line will be able to get effective assistance.

While taking reference from international practices in setting the
poverty line, the government should pay attention to the actual situation
of Hong Kong and avoid simply imposing a foreign standard on Hong
Kong without adaptation. For instance, the government should consider
the real household income and the asset distribution of the people in
Hong Kong, analyze the poor population and their background, and
find out the reasons why they fall into poverty. In fact, the definition
and demarcation of poverty vary from country to country. The
poverty problem in Hong Kong is caused by a number of factors
including economic transformation, population policy, talent mismatch and
policies blocking upward mobility. A poverty line, either too high or too low,
will unavoidably trigger disputes in Hong Kong society.

Setting a poverty line is only the first step in the government's poverty
alleviation initiatives. More important is the actual alleviation effort to be
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undertaken after the line is set. To carry out comprehensive poverty alleviation,
the authorities should draft a long-term strategy plan and actively seek out other
means of social assistance from different perspectives such as social fairness,
education, job placement support and welfare benefits.

Translation by Tung-ming (tungming23@gmail.com)
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