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Balance interests of all parties; be sensitive and rational in making compensation
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The North East New Territories New Development Areas Planning and
Engineering Study conducted by the government has entered the final stage.
On 21 September, the Sheung Shui District Rural Committee held a meeting
with government representatives to discuss various issues which included
compensation. Developing North East New Territories can increase land

supply and satisfy the housing demand of the people; it is a move
warranted by the domestic needs of Hong Kong. It is understandable
for the affected residents in the areas to ask for relocation
compensation. However, the authorities, while considering the needs
of the residents, should also bear in mind that they have rules to
follow and that they should adhere to the principles of using public
funds wisely. The government has to be both sensitive and rational
when dealing with compensation matters so as to ensure that the
development of North East New Territories can proceed smoothly
and that no unresolved issues remain to cause disputes that may
hamper land acquisition for future development.

Hong Kong needs to develop North East New Territories to satisfy
the demand of population growth in future. Currently, indigenous
and non-indigenous inhabitants and other non-governmental
bodies have all shown up to voice their opinions on the development
of North East New Territories. Certain individual opposition groups used
radical means to call for a stop of the plan. At the same time, some villagers
complained about political parties and non-indigenous inhabitants who took
the matter in their hands and voiced opposition as if they were representing
the villagers. This is not just putting the demand of a small group of people
before the overall interests of Hong Kong, but is also unfair to the indigenous
inhabitants who own the land and wish to see development.

The concept of developing North East New Territories was first raised in the
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1998 Planning and Development Study on North East New Territories (NENT
Study). Now, after 14 years, society has reached a consensus and agreed that
land supply should be increased for building public and private housing to
meet the demand. It takes many years to build a new town and the public
housing projects in the North East New Territories New Development Areas
will not be completed before 2022. If the plan cannot commence in time, the
problem of housing shortage in Hong Kong will never be resolved.

Translation by Tung-ming (tungming23@gmail.com)
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Sichuan, which is also an important tea producer, has just suffered a
devastating earthquake that cost us dearly in both lives and wealth.

The relief operation is now stretched in all directions: dealing with the
aftershocks, sheltering the homeless, diverting newly dammed lakes,
evacuating stranded people, and returning the children to school.

The UK government has donated 5,000 much needed tents, but more
tents are urgently needed. And it has been recognised that there is a need
for psychological counselling for many children and other victims who
have been traumatised by the tragedy.

The British people have stood with the people of Sichuan at this
difficult moment. Her Majesty the Queen, political leaders, the business
community and the British public have expressed sympathy and support
to the quake victims.

1 aftershock noun BRE

2 counselling noun g - EH
3 traumatised adjective ZRIEH

4 victim noun ZEA
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D for Deduction (vs Induction)
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