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Improve facilities to revitalize hawking business
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The government will launch a HK$200 million "fixed-
pitch hawker areas assistance scheme" as early as the
beginning of next year to aid 4,300 hawkers in 43 on-
street fixed-pitch hawker areas across the territory over a
period of five years. Under the scheme, stalls will be
renovated to be compliant with fire prevention
requirements as well as beautified. The fire last year on
the two rows of stalls in Fa Yuen Street that caused 9
deaths and 34 injuries revealed the aging problem of
facilities in the hawker areas and the diminishing value of
hawking business in Hong Kong. It is definitely necessary
for the authorities to assist hawkers across the territory to
upgrade facilities of their stalls. In the long term, the
authorities should further develop the hawking business
to tie in with the pluralistic culture of Hong Kong as a
world city, and to capitalize on the value of the hawker
areas to the tourism industry. This will also create job and
business opportunities.

Take a look at other countries of the world. Flea
markets in Europe and America have almost everything
on sale at low prices. These markets attract a large
number of local residents and tourists alike. As an

international cosmopolitan, Hong Kong has to upgrade
its hawking business so as to attract more tourists from all
over the world.

The authorities should discuss details with District
Councils to make better use of the local characteristics of
various hawker areas. With the help of the assistance
scheme, hawker areas can undergo planning and be
turned into public markets, such as flea markets, brand
outlets or gourmet streets, with unique local
characteristics. Hawker areas in fact bear witness to
the development of Hong Kong over half a century.
Redevelopment means revitalizing these valuable
tourism resources so that they fit in with the image
of Hong Kong as a pluralistic cosmopolitan of the
world. More tourists will be attracted to shop and
spend in these areas, and so the value of hawking
business can be fully exploited.While implementing
the scheme, the authorities should take care of
issues like licensing and locations for individual
hawkers, and deal with these cases in a flexible

manner. Translation by Tung-ming
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Enjoy Your Tea and
Friendship (3)
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It came to Europe in the early 17th century. But it was the British
who came up with the clever idea of adding milk and sugar to the tea.
"English Tea" was thus created and loved around the world. I wonder
whether this is the earliest violation of intellectual property rights.
(Laughter)

The importance of tea is well reflected in a line from a folk song,
"When the clock strikes four, everything stops for tea." According to my
British friends, one third of an Englishman’s life is spent on drinking tea.
This can be seen in the fact that Britain is one of the biggest consumers

of tea in the world. Lipton has become the No.1 tea brand globally.
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B for Bioethics

(biotechnology) » €45 # K 4 A 1) B} 4%
(life-saving technologies) ~ B 2w 1 BH%
(life-enhancing technologies) ~ A= FH B} 4%
(reproductive technologies) % °
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19704 B 2% % & B bioethics 2 A BLAE & 1
propose the term ‘bioethics’ in order to
emphasize the two most important ingredients in
achieving the new wisdom that is so desperately
needed: biological knowledge and human values
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Over the Halloweekend, | wore
my princess costume to 3 parties
and now it’s totally stained!
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His hair was really nappy!
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