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Closer momtormg 1S necessary as price of pork is always raised but never reduced
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Research done by the Consumer Council found that the
retail price of fresh pork had risen in the past 10 months
despite the fact that the wholesale price had actually
fallen. Retailers did not catch up and correspondingly
lower their retail price of pork even when the wholesale
price had gone down. Adjusting prices only upward but
never downward is in fact a malpractice of trade. It is
unfair to consumers and puts additional pressure on
people's daily lives. In times of high inflation, there will
not be just one isolated case for retailers not to mark
down their retail price even when there is a drop in the
source price. Such practice greatly affects the livelihood
of the people, and the authorities have to investigate
whether retailers have actually joined up to fix the price.

Since the end of January, the price of pork from the
mainland has dropped consistently. Comparing the figure
of 31 January, it can be seen that the pork price was in
fact close to the level of the same period last year. Last
October, the average wholesale price of live pigs

drop in wholesale price. It is not a
new phenomenon for pork price to
rise fast but drop slow. In asearly as '~
2008, there had been discussions in
society on the issue of retail price of
pork being constantly on a rise
without falling. Many years have
passed and the problem remains.
The retailers act with one accord in
raising the price, and the authorities
must find out whether there exists a
deed of joint price fixing.

Retailers see well the weakness of
the people in not knowing much
about the wholesale price of pork, so
they just raise the price as much as
they like. The authorities need to
tackle the problem in the right way. The government may
regularly publicize the wholesale prices of commodities

done by the Consumer Council can be publicized more
systematically, and not just on an ad hoc basis.
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people have not really enjoyed the benefit brought by the

monitored more closely. The findings on price surveys
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Nothing is hard under

the sky, if we dare to
climb up high.

...the Lord of the Flies
hung on his stick and grinned.
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10.1If the shoe fits, wear it.
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Beauty lies in the eye of the beholder.
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Do unto others what you would have others do
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Imperishable Affection: The Art of
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Album leaf, ink and colour on paper
Collection of Feng Zikai Family
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