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The government should intervene as publishers break their promise
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Two main textbook publisher associations met with the
Secretary for Education Mr. Michael Suen Ming-yeung
on 9 May to discuss issues relating to debundling of
textbooks and pricing of teaching materials. The
discussion broke down and members of the associations
immediately turned to the Office of the Ombudsman to
complain about the maladministration of the government.
Mr. Suen rebuked by pointing out that publishers have
unreasonably marked up prices of teaching materials,
which is indirectly tapping government resources to pay
for the costs; such practice, he said, is unacceptable.

Debundling of textbooks was initially meant to reduce
the prices of textbooks. Nonetheless, it has eventually
caused a substantial rise in the prices of teacher manuals,
and in effect becomes a way of subsidizing publishers
with public fund. Obviously this violates the original
agreement. In fact, textbook publishers and the Education
Bureau have been engaging in a tug-of-war since 2009 on
the issue of debundling textbooks and teaching materials
for pricing. After a series of negotiations, the publishers
finally agreed to implement textbook debundling.
However, the debundled teacher manuals have turned out

to be up to three times more expensive
than the student textbooks. Debundling
textbooks and teaching materials as a
means to reduce price has become an
empty promise. The Education Bureau's |
suggestion that schools should be allowed
to obtain teacher manuals free of charge
is actually a response to counter the |
nonperformance of the publishers.
Despite all the efforts, the authorities
have not been able to lower the prices of
textbooks. One of the reasons is that as
there are more than a dozen textbook
publishers in Hong Kong, a small city of ;
7 million people, the market share ﬁ
enjoyed by each publisher is relatively

small. Publishers can hardly achieve

an economy of scale, and this pushes up the costs
of production and publication. Another reason is
that this relatively small market is dominated by a
few large-sized publishers. This is why the prices
of textbooks stand at a constantly high level. In a
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distorted textbook market like this, the conflict
between the publishers and the government has

ended in deadlock, and it is unlikely that negotiation
alone can make any breakthroughs.
Translation by %83 tungming23@gmail.com
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Virtue never stands
alone. It is bound to
have neighbours.

(imeE - BCEEM)
The Analects of Confucius, Book 4 [Lau 1983:35]
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CHUNG HWA BOOK CO.
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"PIC ASSO Masterpieces from

Musee National Picasso, Paris"
Exhibition
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The oil painting "Le déjeuner sur I'herbe after Manet"
created by Pablo Picasso in 1960.
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... rats, bread, and meat would go into the hoppers together.
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['there would come all the way back from Europe old

sausage that had been rejected, and that was moldy and
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white - it would be dosed with
borax and glycerine, and dumped
into the hoppers, and made over
again for home consumption.
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1.both... and

2.cither... or

3.neither... nor

4.not only... but also
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1.Both+4% il +and+4% 7 © Both my mother and
my sister will attend my graduation ceremony. (£}
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2 Either+44 il +or+44 7 © I have lent my book to
either Mary or John. (FACFA(EAG T HEEE L
o)
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3. Neither+ 85 +nor+ 85 : I can neither sing
nor dance. (A EIEIBEHE - )

4.Not only+JE 45 +but also+JE455 : This film
is not only entertaining but also_thought-provoking.
(7 BB T AVE i - i HEE AR S - )
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2.Neither my grandmother nor my parents live
with me. (B £ BB H Zmy parents » T LLH
BHIE A Wlive )
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1.Either you will love his novels, or you will hate
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2.Neither did he call his parents, nor did he write
to them. (fRAECEALH - LRAFEH M
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3.Not only does Mrs. Lee take care of Peter, but
she also treats him like her own son. (ZFKAMVH R
EAS - M EMS I H e iR T o)
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