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Public transport operators should absorb cost of concessionary fares for the elderly
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Favourable weather is less
important than
advantageous terrain, and
advantageous terrain is less
important than human unity.
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Mencius, Book 2, Part 2 [Lau 2003: 79]
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"PIC ASSO Masterpieces from
Muse e National Picasso, Paris"
Exhibition
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The oil painting "The Sculptor" created by Pablo Picasso in 1931.
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Early this month, the Secretary for Labour and Welfare
Mr Cheung Kin-chung announced that the HK$2 per trip
fare concession scheme for the elderly and eligible
persons with disabilities would be implemented in phases
starting with MTR by the end of June the earliest and the
bus companies would follow suit by the middle of
September. It is hoped by implementing the scheme in
phases using the approach of easy option first, the fare
concession can be in place as soon as possible so that the
elderly and disabled people can enjoy the benefit in good
time. The government should try its best to expand the
scheme and gradually include other modes of transport
such as public light bus and tram services. At the same
time, the major public transport companies should bear
greater social responsibilities and offer concessionary
fares to the elderly and disabled people on their own
initiative in a bid to lessen the burden on public fund
application.

In launching the scheme, the government has to
reimburse the participating transport operators for the
shortfalls in transport fares. The cost, as estimated by the
government, will be HK$230 million for the current

financial year and then HK$400
million for the year 2013 to 2014
when the scheme is in full operation.
The fare concession scheme
demonstrates the care given to the
elderly and persons with disabilities
by the community, as well as
manifests the spirit of love and
inclusiveness in the society. !
Participating public transport
operators and the Octopus Company
should try their best to minimize
the administrative expenses to
ensure the proper use of public fund.
Taking care of the elderly and
persons with disabilities is a common
responsibility of the community as a
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whole; therefore, business enterprises

should make greater commitments. In large cities

overseas and on the mainland, the elderly and persons
with disabilities have long been offered free rides on
public transport services. In Hong Kong, where almost all
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local public transports raise their fares nearly every year
under a profit protection mechanism, the transport

companies should really repay society more actively.
Translation by %83 tungming23@gmail.com

For a long time I would go to bed early.

S B AR AR —

HEREEE ? AW
EREER  FHE
Z 5 A K B R
& CBMHER - 4
RAMBIFEHEE » AR KR E
[E# | HELZR - ©J&In Search of Lost Time >
i GEAEAUKFEIE) » R4 R A la recherche
du temps perdu > {EF 201 4047 i 1 B K Sc 5%
BrHF  (Marcel Proust > 1871-1922) 5 Hf) 44 5
Imar-SELL PROO-st © #& A /N 85 A 35 30 4
J&Remembrance of Things Past > B EEEZK I
£ DJ Enright (1920-2002) 7E19924F RS #] 5%
AR > AL B E R AT VR SR SR M In Search
of Lost Time > T BAE7E RHT 1 S04 B iE 7
FIERA -

RFEIH BEeNEEE
CGEEAUKFTE) BB MATE R » R4E
SR A B 2D (Guinness World Records) >
BRMR EERRI/NG SRS 1208
Foo CGB) NfTEHE 4 - SCBEER 2 I
&5 & (De norske Bokklubbene) 1E20024F#5i 1

HeE a8

GB) B EAY  MikE (it

philosopher) Stk 5§ S 4%

L’Etranger (95§ The Stranger

544 B H L1000 ER > 2=
B A S DR — A A

FARY (Le Monde) 1E19994F
B TR A T RESE ] (Les

cent livres du siecle) > (i8)

B A > HAS A B A
FEEITEZE (existential
T

BEEZ (Albert Camus) HJ

B, The Outsider > i (E4R
A) B JRFPAD) -

FEME BEAEEE
BIERRE /NG > AT R A LR 2 Rk
R E AR B EIL - — B - fEE A TR
> e T A B R R SR AT A i o il —
TE A8 114 R A e i 2t S B 2 44 1 B AR
[My dear fellow, I may be dead from the neck up,

but rack my brains as I may I can’t see why a chap
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should need thirty pages to describe
how he turns over in bed before
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Sometimes, the candle barely out, my eyes closed so
quickly that I did not have time to tell myself: "I'm
falling asleep."And half an hour later the thought
that it was time to look for sleep would awaken me...
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