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Give priority of use to Hong Kong people while allotting land for private hospitals
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The government put two pieces of land in Wong Chuk Hang
and Tai Po on tender for bidding by the medical industry on
13 April. The sites will be used for the construction of private
hospitals, and the tender document clearly specifies that the
hospitals must fulfill certain service requirements including
the provision of at least half of their beds for use by local
residents. Hong Kong currently faces the problem of local
pregnant women being deprived of hospital services by
"double not" pregnant women from the mainland. At the same
time, there is also mounting pressure of insufficient medical
service for local residents. Augmented by the need to develop
the medical industry, the construction of more private
hospitals is inevitable. This time, the government has
departed from its established practice and invited tenders for
the construction of hospitals subject to requirements. It is a
measure which rightly meets the needs of society. However,
the government must watch closely to make sure that the
newly built private hospitals will not charge exorbitantly high
fees and that the people of Hong Kong can really be benefited.

Besides getting the right of abode for their children, another
factor which lures pregnant women from the mainland to
come to Hong Kong in large numbers to give birth to their

children is the international standard of
medical service in Hong Kong. The
medical technology here in Hong Kong is
very advanced. Not only this, but also the
medical staff is professional and
responsible, and the local complaint
mechanism is sound. In preparing the
invitation for tenders, the government has
already taken into consideration the fact

that many patients from the mainland and I
overseas will come to Hong Kong for
different treatments. Therefore, the
government has laid down specifications
requiring 50% of the hospital beds be
made available to local residents and no
more than 20% of hospital beds be used
for obstetrics. These requirements encourage the diversified
development of the medical industry and prevent private
hospitals from inclining towards the business of obstetrics
services. In fact, the scope of development of the medical
industry in Hong Kong is still very large. As the medical
industry is one of the six priority industries, the allotment of
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land by the government for the construction of private
hospitals is a practical way to boost the growth of the industry.
In addition, the government is in the right direction by making
requirements in service provision a key element in tender
assessment.

Translation by 383 tungming23@gmail.com

We have no fear of the clouds
that may block our view, as we
are already on the summit.
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Wang Anshi, "Climbing up Mt. Feilai"
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Roman Tam wore a costume with peacock feathers when
performing in farewell concert "Roman Tam’s Glorious
Stage".(1996)
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Fahrenheit 451: The temperature at which book-paper catches fire and burns.

B 58— R
Fahrenheit » £/ HIZE
L S e
fE TR ] > @
FAE-run-height » /&5 IR B8 F A 5 51—
IR s N B R BE AR Celsius - 46 [4% R
JE | > S{INSELL-si-us © & RAMNFFEHEE >
2 (SR A R BRI Y Fahrenheit 451 > Wik (FEER
451 8) » AF& & R BBHL] /N3 VR Z AR A0 A
(Ray Bradbury > 1920-) ° 1 AR A E19504F i il
B /N4 The Martian Chronicles (KA
H)) > DAL KB 5 BITE19534F A
Fahrenheit 451 » Ahf# 15 S KAER 94751 -

FERA51E SRR
FrlaAE ] CHER4512) W 2> Afize(A
MIEFE S PIFEMFER © [ Fahrenheit 451:
The temperature at which book-paper catches fire
and burns. (FER4515 © FLUE KMRBEIREE) |
JEA L o (HSE b  RIF ERE G AR ARGREN
Wil > PR AR A A KRR G 22451 F 3

A SOE A
W R AT AR
PhbutiyetBHEH o 4
K4 H > Fbutfllyet

REAE FRATFE L0 0T AN
WA -

But¥#a EMER ]
41180 CHAIIFFHR) (The New York Times—
i o i A BRI AL RO SR
A large majority of climate scientists say the

climate is shifting in ways that could cause serious

impacts, and they cite the human release of

greenhouse gases as a principal cause. But a tiny,

vocal minority of researchers contests that view.
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MontagZ it : [ There must be something in

[She’s nothing to me;

books, things we can’t imagine, to make a woman

stay in a burning house; there must be something
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No single issue fueled the wave of social unrest and
political reform that swept the Arab world over the
past year. Frustration with political repression and
human rights abuses was clearly important. Yet
economic malaise also played a significant role.
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