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Set up stabilization fund and introduce LPG surcharge to relieve pressure caused by LPG price rises
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Pushed by the persistent rise in international oil price,
auto-LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) price in Hong Kong
has repeatedly climbed to historical records in recent
months, putting extra pressure on the operation of the taxi
drivers. Sixteen taxi groups in the New Territories urge
the government to study the introduction of a LPG
surcharge pegging gas price with taxi fare. The groups
suggest a HK$1 surcharge be added to the fare when the
gas price rises to between HK$5 and HK$5.99 per litre.
In fact, to relieve the pressure caused by rises in LPG
price, the authorities may consider using the practice
adopted by China Light and Power and set up an LPG
price stabilization fund. Land proceeds from granting
LPG filling station rights and part of the taxi license fees
can be injected into the fund, which can be used for
making subsidies to offset the increase in retail price of
gas when the price of LPG rises.

However, a slow action cannot save a critical
situation. The authorities should also consider the
introduction of a LPG surcharge which is dependent on

drivers. At the same time, the
impact on people's daily life
will be lessened because there
will not be a uniform raise in
taxi fare. Contrary to an
increase in fare, a surcharge
can be adjusted flexibly
according to fluctuations of
the oil price. The surcharge
will be cancelled when the oil
price drops, and thus it causes
a smaller effect on the
passengers. It is a fairer
arrangement than a uniform
raise of fare and will be less
controversial. Besides, a raise
in taxi fare will in the end
benefit, not the drivers, but
taxi owners who can raise the rental fee accordingly. Taxi
owners, however, cannot use the upward or downward
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pockets of the drivers. Introducing a surcharge is

therefore a comparatively feasible and fair solution; the
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Harmony is most
valuable, but it allows
diversity.

(imeg - 21)
The Analects of Confucius, Book 13 [Lau 1983: 129]
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the rate of increase in LPG price. This can help solve the
immediate problem as it offsets the operating cost of the

adjustable LPG surcharge as a pretext to raise the rental

fee and this ensures that the benefits will really go to the

authorities should study it more carefully.

Translation by 381 tungming23@gmail.com

... what we see there are not giants but windmills ...

%ﬂéé T T
\.< .EQ&Z s EEEHIE S ? 2002
#EERH o MR E S (De

norske Bokklubbene > %
#The Norwegian Book Club) &g T 540 B 5
10001F % > $EEE M ABUA LRIk — A A RS
B o AR > AORMFEERL T o A E R ek
BAGIEAR > BRT —AGISN - R ER [H SRR
HAESCEAENL ] (best literary work ever written) » 4§
BA] R LM o 8 AR R IR SCERRT A A R A A
NS B2 —ARBUDSRI S (RS KRB
MDFEMAAE « (EEFTE) (Don Quixote »
i ildon key-HO-tay) > 7k CREHwIME) 5 G5#l
RN 5 &FR CRANLEARE LHFEAN)
(Don Quixote of La Mancha) ° {E3& & PUBEA /Nt
%~ BIAEZ Hewr N ZE B4R (Miguel de

Pt

Cervantes > 1547-1616) > ZFi#Wmi-GELL da sir-

VAN-teez °
AR IE R, ESKIEAE
FH E 2 w0 7 AN KR SE E 3 1 B K R A

Z o B [HHEFE] SWL TR
BE > A T AN Bt A LT 55 ) 28 5K B
TR o S g ik b 5
FNAPTE N 54 sl o £k 55 - e
B - WA KA T 8E [ &S
s HEARE - %Y (Sancho Panza)
PRI o Al S BLE > MBI ERERE
02 FN T R -
BXRITE $®E TEA

A LI MR A ST
BRI LR E A - MR [P P =
o A b R b (2
['At this point they came in sight of thirty or
forty windmills that there are on plain, and as
soon as Don Quixote saw them he said to his squire
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what we see there
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