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Fire precaution and Safety in Lion Rock Tunnel should be reviewed
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On 8 March, a fire which broke out inside the Lion
Rock Tunnel near dawn due to pipeline repair works had
almost paralyzed the traffic during rush hours in the
morning. In Hong Kong there are a number of tunnels
which serve the important purpose of absorbing the
traffic flow. The fire in the Lion Rock Tunnel is a
reminder about the great emphasis that must be placed on
fire precautions inside tunnels. Fire hazards inside tunnels
must be eliminated promptly; repair works have to be
carried out with special care and the safety of operation
should be given particular attention. The relevant
authorities must review the incident comprehensively and
sum up the experience to make it a lesson for other tunnel
operators. At the same time, the authorities should
consider encouraging people to make more use of other
tunnels, and should also speed up the construction of the
Shatin to Central Link in order to divert some of the
heavy traffic from the Lion Rock Tunnel and to bring
more convenient transportation to the people.

As sub-urban towns like Shatin and Tai Wai are packed
with public and private housing estates, the flow of traffic
through the Lion Rock Tunnel has already reached a

saturation point. Despite the fact that
the Shing Mun Tunnel, Tate's Cairn
Tunnel, Eagle's Nest Tunnel of the
Tsing Sha Highway and the Sha Tin
Heights Tunnel have been put into
service one after another, the Lion
Rock Tunnel remains the busiest
main route linking the New
Territories and Kowloon because of
the convenient points of connection
and its relatively low toll charges. In
case a traffic jam occurs as a result
of an accident in the Lion Rock
Tunnel, transportation in the areas
around Shatin and Tai Wai to and p
from urban areas of Kowloon will be
paralyzed, causing much inconvenience to the people. To
reduce reliance on the Lion Rock Tunnel and to avoid
frequent traffic jams, the authorities should actively
consider different ways including toll adjustment to divert
vehicle traffic and to encourage people to make use of
other tunnels. In addition, the authorities should speed up
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the construction of the Shatin to Central Link as mass
transit carries the largest quantity of passengers and is the
fastest mode of transport. The rail link will benefit the
general public as well as effectively alleviate the problem
of overloading the Lion Rock Tunnel.

Translation by 38 tungming23@gmail.com
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We remain brothers after all

the calamities, let's forgo our

old grudges with a smile and
meet again.
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Lu Xun, "Inscription for the Stupa of the Three Fidelities"
(von Kowallis 1996: 269)
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A pplanding to Hong Kong Pop Legend:
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Roman Tam financed and produced the "Legend Of
The White Snake" which was a pioneer for Cantonese
musicals in Hong Kong.
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Beloved, she my daughter. She mine.
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To be easier said than done
HZ1TEE

I realise that I should not blame
others for my mistakes but it is easier
said than done.
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He is always loafing around without

purpose. He 1s good for nothing.
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He is a Jack of all trades and seems

able to do just about anything.
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He was overjoyed on his award of
scholarship and thought it was too

good to be true.
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Inclusion of wealthy people in

Government’s "$6,000 scheme" has been

criticised as bringing coals to Newcastle.

BURHY [$6,000)REE51 8 | CLHE &
HANFGEAFE B8 EIRAE > 20—
o

To call a spade a spade
HEHH
Being frank and honest, he always
calls a spade a spade.
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When her parents passed away, she

cried her heart out.
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Once we give a promise, we must not
eat our word.
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When he said he would give to
charity, I could see he was only giving
lip service and did not really mean it.
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To go without saying
B
It goes without saying that we should
keep our promises.
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Did your ears burn? They have been

singing your praises all day!
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When he won the lottery, he
decided to have his fling.
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The mean master found the tables
turned when he lost his fortune and had

to appeal for help.
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