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Ouyang Xiu, "To the Tune of Ripples Sifting Sand"
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n of Wang Shu's award to the Chinese architectural sector

Beijing Olympics National
Stadium aka the Bird's Nest,

Mainland architect Wang Shu was awarded the Pritzker
Prize, which is known as the Nobel Prize of architecture.
It is the first time a local architect on the mainland has
won this prestigious award. In fact, China, now in its
golden age of urbanization and modernization, has
become the largest playing field for the architectural
sector of the world to explore. It is only natural that the
country will be able to give birth to world class architects
and works of architecture. The works of Wang Shu blend
rich traditional culture and rural characteristics into the
modern trend of architecture, giving a special touch of
freshness in the midst of a xenophilia atmosphere that
currently haunts the architectural field in China. The fact
that Wang Shu was awarded the highest honour in the
international architectural arena shows that Chinese
architectural designs have full recognition from the
international community, and it reveals that an
architectural culture rich in Chinese characteristics should
be cultivated.

At present, most eye-catching structures on the
mainland, including those works of national pride like
the National Centre for the Performing Arts and the

are designed by foreign
architects. More remarkably,
quite many structures, for the
sole purpose of showing off and
extravagance, copy the Western
designs of skyscrapers. These
structures are ubiquitously
decorated with glass walls
and have entirely given up
elements of traditional Chinese
architectural style. This will
eventually wipe Chinese cultural
heritage off the landscape of the
cities. The award won by Wang
Shu reflects the emphasis placed
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by the international community on the traditional
Chinese culture and style. It is in essence a wake-up
call to the architects in China, urging them to once
again review the value of traditional architectural
concepts. Only by having respect to heritage, making

good use of national characteristics and organically
integrating national style and culture with
international trends can we give more life to the
architectural structures in China.

Translation by 385 tungming23@gmail.com

The red bauhinia is beautiful
this year, and it will be even
more beautiful next year.
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A pplanding to Hong Kong Pop Legend:

oman [ am

‘XS EI8E (19685F)
Roman and the Four Steps (1968)
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.life wants you to achieve your destiny...
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1.This is the first rain in spring frozen on the
highlands. Mountaineers tied such sleet up and went
downhill to sell, in return for rice wine.
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2. The aborigines would pack them into bundles, carry
them down from the mountain and the "rains" can

be sold for their rice wine.
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3. The raindrops were frozen into strands on
mountains. People who live on the mountain
collected the strands and tied them in bundles. They
carried the bundles down the mountain and traded
them for rice wine...
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