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The HKSAR government has proposed to update the
existing air quality objectives (AQOs) which have been
in use for 25 years. Secretary for the Environment Mr
Edward Yau said that the use of cleaner energy and the
introduction of a number of emission reduction measures
will bring pressure on an increase in public transport fare
and electricity tariff. He said that the increase may be as
high as 20% but will be implemented in phases. In fact,
all emission reduction measures require huge injections
of fund as well as high operating costs. If Hong Kong is
to improve its air quality, people from all walks of life
will have to pay a price. Air pollution has been a
headache for Hong Kong for a very long time. Not only is
it detrimental to public health but also incurs enormous
social costs. Since there has already been a public
consensus on emission reduction, the high cost should not
be taken as a reason to back away, but rather as a
responsibility for all the people to bear. At the same time,
the government should not adopt a "non-intervention"
policy on the issue of environmental protection. It has to
give more support to foster the development of
environmental protection industry and finance the
construction of major environmental protection facilities.
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Price of environmental protection should be shared by all in society

As a matter of fact, an improvement in air quality will
not only effect a reduction in the cost of government-
run medical and healthcare services but will also
generate a lot of economic benefits brought by a better
environment. In the long run, it does more good than
harm to society. Therefore, the -]
cost of environmental protection
should not be deemed solely as
expenditure; on the contrary, it
should be seen as a long term
investment. In addition to the

the input by the government is
indispensable to really achieving
the goal of environmental
the
development of environmental
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protection. To drive

protection  industry,
government can offer preferential
treatment in terms of land or tax
incentives. It can also provide
low interest loan or even funding

to the construction of major
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environmental protection facilities to lower the cost borne
by enterprises. With these efforts, the government can
lessen the burden to be borne by the public while
achieving the aim of promoting environmental protection.

Translation by 38 tungming23@gmail.com
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While water can carry a
boat, it can also overturn it.

qHF (HF - EFEN)
Xun Zi, Xunzi, Book 9 [Knoblock 1999: 217]
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A pptanding to pong Kong Pop Legend:

Roman [ am
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Roman Tam loved the Beatles. He formed his own
amateur band to sing English songs in lounges in 1968.
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... in Utopia, where every man has a right to everything ...
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But in Utopia, where every man has a right to
everything, they all know that if care is taken to keep
the public stores full, no private man can want
anything (fH > 7ES4EF - — VB2 RITA -
SR BRI > AR AR AR AT A /e
F|ELJEHERZ) ; for among them there is no unequal
distribution, so that no man is poor, none in necessity,
and though no man has anything, yet they are all rich
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For what can make a man so rich as to lead a serene
and cheerful life, free from anxieties; neither
apprehending want himself, nor vexed with the endless
complaints of his wife? He is not afraid of the misery of

his children, nor is he contriving how to raise a portion
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for his daughters, but is secure in this, that both he and
his wife, his children and grand-children, to as many
generations as he can fancy, will all live both plentfully
and happily 7 (E AMZEMCEERE > HRGET 2 R A
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We) ; since, among them, there is no less care
taken of those who were once engaged in labour,
but grow afterwards unable to follow it, than there
is, elsewhere, of these that continue still employed.
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