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The Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority (HKEAA) distributed the Hong Kong Diploma
of Secondary Education(HKDSE) mock examination
papers of Liberal Studies to secondary schools early this
month. Some students worry that they do not have
enough time to answer all questions while others are
concerned that their results will be affected because there
is no standardization of marking. As a matter of fact,
since there are no model answers for a Liberal Studies
examination and the scope of the subject is very wide, it
is just natural that students feel anxious about the
examination. Liberal Studies aims at developing
independent thinking of students as well as enabling them
to assimilate and make use of knowledge learned in
various disciplines to understand society better.
Therefore, the Liberal Studies examination should not be
a cause of trouble to students and should not be there to
undermine students' desire to study the subject. HKEAA
should explore more deeply the opinions and feelings of
students and teachers, and then reasonably adjust the
design of the questions to help students go through the
adaptation period smoothly.

Liberal Studies has widely become a compulsory

\)—
NIS] —O-—#-B=+A (287) #NE+-Attt
JO&T

asw] R = - bR MO : 2873 1451 §%i[§§ﬁp‘wm WEI PO

B : edu@wenweipo.com

http://www.wenweipo.com

subject among education
systems in advanced countries
such as those in America and
Europe. The purpose of the
subject is to enhance the
independent thinking ability
of students, and students will
be able to acquire a certain
level of knowledge from
various disciplines studying
Liberal Studies
also encourages students to

the subject.

read more about social issues
that happen every day so that Mo

their social awareness can be raised. The ultimate goal is
to help students develop an ability to assimilate
knowledge learned in different disciplines and grow up
into complete all-round human beings. The Liberal
Studies examination should therefore aim at testing
students' multidimensional thinking skills and multi-
disciplinary knowledge, as well as their ability to express
themselves in an organized way. The examination paper
should avoid topics which are either too difficult or rarely

When words can be heard,
the Way will move forward
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discussed. Rather it should focus on issues on which

people have common knowledge and those that can
arouse the students' interest in voicing their opinions.
Otherwise, students may have difficulties finding the
focus of the subject as Liberal Studies involves a really
wide scope of knowledge and covers almost every aspect
of life including politics, economics, livelihood, race and
gender.

Translation by 8 tungming23@gmail.com

... remember it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.
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Atticus said to Jem one day, "I'd rather you shot
at tin cans in the back yard, but I know you’ll go
after birds. Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you
can hit ’em, but remember it’s a sin to
kill a mockingbird." (—X » &%
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That was the only time I ever heard LT,,_
Atticus say it was a sin to do something, I’;'
and I asked Miss Maudie about it. (82 t ‘
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"Your father’s right," she said. |
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make music for us to enjoy. They don’t eat up
people’s gardens, don’t nest in corncribs, they don’t
do one thing but sing their hearts out for us. That’s
why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird." ([/R&E &G
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Modal verbs <72 i ifi & HUARIA BRI - A4
1) FR¥#EA : must » may * might * can * could

F#limodal verbsFAEHERIFESR o Must#n JF
HE o W40 : Sam is absent. He never skips classes for
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no reasons. He must be sick today.

WRBANRESE - RE (el TLUH

may ~ might * can&could * EIH : P'm not so sure.
He could be sick, or he could be out of town.
T HERATHE > R Fcant » W : It can’t

be true!
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2) RR:EK : may * might * can - could  will
would

FroR A AR EFEZL - W] lmay © might ©
canZfcouldBAEH ° #lUN : May I borrow you book,
please?
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2R E 5k you - HIFT Mcan ~ could ~ will
would © 4l : Would you pass the salt?
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3) RRWE : must

B+ All students must pass the examination in
order to graduate.

4) RR#Es% : should * ought to * had better »
could
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4N : You should study harder.
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AARRER > W We'd better hurry up or else we

may miss the flight.

Could AR S5 » W R — R4 > -
You could take a bus to the airport, or you could take
a taxi.
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o HEWIME 2 A T HEFNE © Sam was absent
yesterday. He might have been sick. (AN&He might
be sick.)

o 48 EATEZ EFA : T have a cold. T should have
worn a coat last night. (Ought to haveFlhad better
havedlfi AN EH )
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