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The Star Ferry Company Limited has proposed a fare
raise in January next year for the two ferry services, from
Tsimshatsui to Central as well as to Wanchai, with an
increase ranging from 10% to 22%. It was also suggested
that the fare for weekday journeys may be frozen if the
government can give cash reimbursement of more than
HKS$5 million a year to cover the elderly concessions
offered by the company. As a matter of fact, there has
never been any subsidy in cash given to a public
transport operator in Hong Kong. If the government sets
a precedent by giving cash reimbursement to the Star
Ferry, operators of other modes of public transport such
as the bus, minibus and MTR, may also ask for subsidies
on the same grounds, which is a situation difficult for the
government to tackle.

The Star Ferry differs from other modes of transport in
that it provides not only a cheap transport service for
local citizens to cross the harbour, but also an
inexpensive way to enjoy the beautiful waterfront
scenery of the Victoria Harbour. It is itself a tourist
attraction favoured by many Hong Kong people and
tourists alike. What's more, the ferry services absorb
some of the cross harbour traffic which would have been
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Ferry company should be allowed new sources of revenue, not cash subsidy

borne by other modes of
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Hong Kong Cross Harbour :
Tunnel. The ferry in fact . .. = 3
serves the overall interests
of Hong Kong.

Since the Star Ferry pier
was moved to the present
location which is further
away from the hub of
Central, passengers find it
very inconvenient travelling
to the pier. The government
should
accessibility to the pier by

increase the

building different support
facilities such as footbridges and pedestrian pathways
that link the pier to various focal points in Central so that
people can get there more easily. The government should
also be more flexible and have lands near the pier be
allocated to the ferry operator for development in
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commercial and exhibition purposes. This will allow the
ferry company to actively explore additional non-fare
revenue to offset the pressure of rising costs and to
sustain the operation of the ferry services.

Translation by 5 88 tungming23@gmail.com
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It takes ten years to
make a sword

HE B8 (#l%) Jia Dao, "A Swordsman"
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Revitalising the Glorious Tradition:
The Retrospective Exhibition of Pan
Tianshou’s Art
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B G RAE B #4 (1958)
Transporting iron ore by sailboat (1958)
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Hanging scroll, ink and colour on paper
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