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Redevelopment should not be affected by fluctuations of property market
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Last month the Urban Renewal Authority(URA)

announced that it will spend about HKD1.2 billion to
redevelop 16 street numbers of buildings which are over
60 years old in Kowloon City. It is estimated that the
project will be completed before 2020 and will provide
180 residential units. The URA has stressed that the time
frame of the redevelopment project will not be affected
by the fluctuations of the property market. This decision
of the URA not to adjust the time frame of
redevelopment projects in light of fluctuations of the
property market will have a positive effort on pushing
forward the rehabilitation of old buildings. In addition,
the Authority should also help owners of old buildings
understand; encourage them to make use of the demand-
led redevelopment scheme and to voluntarily apply for
redevelopment so that the scheme can benefit more
Hong Kong citizens.

Currently, there are about 4,000 buildings that are at or
over 50 years of age. In the coming 10 years, the number
of "old buildings" will increase by 500 blocks a year.
These buildings, with no repair and revamp over the
years, are dilapidated and in very poor conditions.
Many of them are classified as dangerous buildings
which seriously endanger the lives and safety of the

people. Early last year, the
collapse of the Cantonese
shophouses in Ma Tau Wai
Road caused four deaths and
Dwellers of old
buildings are still haunted by
the incident, and speeding up
old building redevelopment has

two injuries.

thus become a public concern.
In June this year, the URA
introduced the demand-led
redevelopment scheme. Under
the scheme, owners of an old
building may voluntarily file a
joint
redevelopment with the consent
of 67% of the owners. This
marks a change from the former practice of URA-
initiated redevelopment. However, due to poor publicity,
most owners of old buildings do not have even a clear

application for

understanding of the scheme, not to mention an initiative
to start a redevelopment project. The government and
URA should step up their publicity efforts and simplify
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the application procedures. Individual unit owners

should be allowed a greater power to initiate

redevelopment projects, which helps speed-up of the
renewal of old buildings.
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H R EHE (EEZEHEE - F32) Dong Qichang,

"Notes from the Zhan Drawing Studio"
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CHUNG HWA BOOK CO.

Revitalising the Glorious Tradition:
The Retrospective Exhibition of Pan
Tianshou’s Art

... his father took him to discover ice.
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Buendia was to remember that distant
afternoon when his father took him to discover
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years of solitude did not have a second opportunity
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Care #hD -~ AR~ R~ EF

He does not care about power or position.
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He finds opera boring as he does not care for it.
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Carry E# - &%

We must carry on with the investigation until all
the facts are found.
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New to the office, he does not know how to
carry out his duties.
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He is carried away by his own success.
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Catch ##2
An intelligent student can catch on fast.
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To catch up with the others, T have to work harder.
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Clear &% ~ JBk% ~ B¢ ~ AH9BR

After dinner, mother clears away the table.
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The security guard ordered the trespasser to clear off.
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For family honour, he endeavours to clear his
name of suspicion.
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Come & ~ 3K#E

Comeon!
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Come off it !
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The plan has come off well.  #HHIESTIEF

He is very resourceful and can always come up
with good ideas.
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With more persuasion, his boss may come
round and accept his proposal.
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Do come round when you have time.
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I came across this word in the dictionary.
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% )% B (19524F) Bumper harvest (1952)
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Vertical scroll, ink and colour on paper
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Cutitout! FEM -~ BIFT !

He was rather cut up after his wife passed away.
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With his gift for figures, he is cut out for a career as
accountant.
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This problem cuts across departmental
responsibilities and requires joint action.
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Fall B ~ TF& ~ T8~ R3B

If Plan A falls through, we can fall back on Plan B.
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Close fiiends rarely fall out. B&FHFH ~ FW o

Feed R - fitHE
He is quite impatient and gets fed up easily.
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With the combat against corruption, we must
not give in or give up !

TAREEME > T ARER AR !

The suspect gave himself up to the Police.

BLMEITHE  RE -

SR A A R 2 Bl LA w LA A wl AL —
[ ar B | > AR PR o

WJ NERSEASERSEN BREHL

Email : cie@hkbu.edu.hk
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