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A newly arrived woman was charged with defrauding
HK$330,000 from the Comprehensive Social Security
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Fan Zhongyan, “On Yueyang Tower”
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To worry before the whole
world worries, and to rejoice
after the whole world rejoices
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Take good care of the underprivileged while combating CSSA fraud cases

Assistance(CSSA) scheme of the Hong Kong Social
Welfare Department. The woman, who is married to a
mentally handicapped man in Hong Kong, was found
failing to declare an asset of HK$860,000 that she held
on behalf of her mother-in-law. The judge in giving the
sentence last month said that the defendant had
technically defrauded money from the CSSA scheme
even though she had not spent a single cent of the asset
she kept for her mother-in-law. She was sentenced to an
imprisonment of 18 months but given three years’
probation. The judge had questioned the rationale behind
the move by the Social Welfare Department in
withholding her daughter's disability allowance as
reimbursement during the time when the defendant was
being suspected of fraud. The judge also criticized the
department's suspension of CSSA payment and disability
allowance to the defendant from April 2008 to January
2010.

It is definitely indisputable that abusing CSSA and
thus increasing the burden of social welfare is a serious
crime. Nevertheless, the defendant in this case is a
typical example of the most underprivileged people and
her situation deserves sympathy. Her defrauding money
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from the CSSA scheme constituted an
offence merely in technical terms.

Welfare
cold
bureaucratic manner in dealing with

However, the Social

Department used a and
the case. They made a judgment even
before the trial and administered a series
of punishments involving the entire
family. The Social Welfare Department
has to now seriously review their
mentality and mechanism in verifying
and approving CSSA applications. They
should make sure that social welfare &=

assistance is given to the neediest ==+
underprivileged people while effectively cracking down
on CSSA fraud and misappropriation of precious public
funds.

The greatest controversy in this case is that the Social
Welfare Department withheld CSSA and other
allowances payable to the whole family before the court
made a verdict. The defendant had to repay part of the
swindled sum by forfeiting her daughter's disability
allowance. This not only cut the “source of income” of
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the entire family but also for some time adversely

affected the daughter's education and daily life. This
approach of “punishing the whole family for the fault of
a member” adopted by the Social Welfare Department
was denounced by both the judge and also the public as a
“cold-hearted” move that showed no sympathy for the
hardship of the common people and had no regard for
the subsistence of the underprivileged.

Translation by 3B tungming23@gmail.com
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After Mao Zedong received the Red Guards in
Tiananmen Square for the first time on 18 August 1966,
other Red Guards across the country were thrilled. They
flocked to Beijing, hoping to meet Chairman Mao in person.
Upon arriving at Tiananmen Square, the looked high-
spirited Red Guards would take photographs holding the

Little Red Book, as shown in this photograph.
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For God so loved the world that He gave His only — #4f&&
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.(John 3:16) [ #fi% it
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.(John 1:1) [ K#]
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Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through
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For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son ...
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