A30 ’%_
WEN WEI EDUCATION

When you find that
the hot sun above is too
much for you, when you sweat
a lot and drink even more, when

you crave for air-conditioning even
though you know that it's not good for

the environment, when you take one too
many cold drink even if you suspect that your
stomach may suffer - you know that summer
has certainly come.

Scorching summer

How would you describe summer? The one
word that comes to your mind is probably 'hot'.
But how are you to describe something that is
hotter than hot? A common (and quite cool to0)
word to use is 'scorching', which just means
'very hot'. So, we can say we're now having a
'scorching summer', and we can also describe
the big round hot ball in the sky as the
'scorching sun', we can even say its brightness
is 'scorching sunlight', we can complain that
the sun is emitting 'scorching heat', and we can
say while panting that it's really 'scorching hot'
walking in the sun.

Not surprisingly, the adjective 'scorching’
comes from the verb 'scorch’, and for a person
to 'scorch' is to be slightly burned by heat. So
we can say: "l've been scorching in high
summer all day long!" You may ask: "What is
high summer?" Well, the adjective 'high' is
used to describe the middle or the most
attractive part of a period of time, so 'high
summer' is the hottest period during summer.

Summer time

How do we describe the whole period of
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summer? We can, of course, just use the word

'summer’, but to emphasise the whole duration, |

we can use phrases like 'summer period’,

'summer months', 'summer time', or even as ||
one word 'summertime'. For example: "Some ||
museums have specific opening hours during |

summer time / summertime / the summer
period / the summer months." Note that we
don't use 'the' in front of 'summer time' or
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'summertime', but the definite article is used |

before 'summer period / months'.
It goes without saying that summer lies in,

well, summer. But when does 'Indian summer'

lie? And what exactly is it? An 'Indian summer’
refers to a period of dry warm weather in the
autumn - so it's not in summer at all! Can you

guess what this term means when it refers to | 4

somebody's career? It is a pleasant period of
success or improvement, especially in
somebody's later life. So we can say: "A rock
star of the 1970s, he's enjoying an Indian
summer with a new album this year."

Summer vacation

The reason that students love summer is
most probably because it's a long holiday. We
can call it the 'summer holiday' or 'summer
holidays', or we can call it the 'summer
vacation' - but it can't be called the 'summer
vacations', since the word 'vacation', unlike
'holiday', necessarily indicates a period of time,
and not just one day.

Most students will go up to the next higher
grade when school starts again in September,
and we can use the verb 'promote' to say it,
usually with the passive voice: "Most students
will be promoted in the coming September."
Happy summer vacation! And 'see' you again
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here in September!

Questions

. What is the adjective for 'summer'?

2. 'Summer' can also act as a verb. What does
it mean?

3. Complete this idiom: One

make a summer.

—_

doesn't

Answers

1. Summery.
2. To spend the summer in a particular place.
3. One swallow doesn't make a summer.
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| need to have something under my belt now. | have
been so busy that | haven't eaten for the whole day.
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The team has had already 20 wins under their
belts. They will probably be the champion of the

For the great effort he spent in preparing for the
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To be more competitive, you need to .
have more qualifications under your belt.
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She was a better candidate for the post
because she had had a few years’
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You should make use of your vacation to learn
something useful. It is always a good thing to have
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