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July 1: Jubilant or Indignant?

July 1 is a date that has a
special status in the hearts and
minds of Hong Kong citizens, since
when the clock struck midnight (= hit

the 0:00 mark) from June 30 to July 1 in
1997, there was an immediate transfer
(=change) of Hong Kong's sovereignty (=
complete power to govern a place) from the
United Kingdom (= Britain or Great Britain) to the
People's Republic of China.

Change of sovereignty

In the above paragraph, we use the word ‘transfer'
to refer to this change of sovereignty. But are there
any other words that we can use, or actually often
use? Yes, indeed. In Chinese, we often use the terms
'reunification'(= joining together again to form one
complete entity) and 'return' (‘huT gul' in
Puthonghua, or 'wui4 gwail' in Cantonese) to
denote(= represent) this event. As for other English
terms, we also often use 'handover', which means
the act of moving power or responsibility from one
person or group to another.

For the above four English expressions - 'transfer’,
'reunification’, 'return’ and 'handover' - the middle two
have similar meanings, while the other two can also
form a separate group; both groups have quite
different connotations(= ideas suggested by a word
in addition to its main meaning).

Handover or return?

The pair 'transfer' and 'handover' can be said to be
basically neutral(= not supporting any side or
expressing any strong feeling) - they just mean that
Hong Kong was once governed by Britain, and after
1997 China has had complete power over Hong
Kong's governance(= the activity or state of
governing a place).

@ LiLs)

H 704 %4 > Andrew Lloyd Webber 2 AR5 58 AR
BUSCALATR > A 4RI FE SR A b s BRI B K
M o HUTHEE L6 H8 R 19H A (P E%
JiR) » BRI T o E A A U L A U AT R
K o [HHZIR] RIS A ARk -5
B o B Hm B e Webber i 84811 AZRFT > SR
DAFRBL o P > GEBRE NP 1 5 70 7 R 1 1A ik B
SRIVEENE R ~ AEEOSE & BRI HERE R IR
AIGRCR 5 HIE IR A A B4R AR > & RHTEE
Phantom of the Operaﬁ%r: s AT B _E AR AS B [ T
Hos SR KBE - MR e RALE » (AFE
MR ERT o

B RERENREIER

A i N S AR B BRIE R AR R - 18
Memory*ﬂDon’t cry for me Argentina > AT SEARAR
FEBRERE > REGEEIWebber LERFEH AL
Rock and RollJ7 B b © B8 Jesus Christ Superstar
K et BIGE RAE S i DiscoREL 58 - ¥
SRR OISR TE - BRI 70 AR AR S
MR AR IRIE o AAEFRFTIH I AERO NS T > 105

Gtz gmzmms

SRR R B I S S AR R AR Y R R th B
e RS R AE A B BRI BR o« — B > JAMERE
DAZE RS R PRy BB B R 2 B R O R A —
Or o AR E > FAM AT LU SRR AN R R A
BYEE o

ZREEREBT

S ERAELE  RERARTIE - BBLUORE X
M ST B B > AR S LR A S TR M B Y o B2
AR HA A Z A RA T - JELASI ST B S
BrdE > FRIMMELTRA) AR - GR  RBE R SR E
BT BT BRI R - RAMAE TSR EA /NI A
[3) 8 [6) TR AW - A 8T T > fE (i
TULR 22 R B/ NI A TR 25k s - B

Ak W oy

L LT | [T ——

But the meanings of the duo(= pair) 'reunification' and
'return' are more complicated: 'reunification' means
that Hong Kong has been separated from mainland
China for some time, and is now joined together again
with its mother country, combining as one unit again;
while 'return' means something quite similar - Hong
Kong had been away from its motherland for some
time, but now comes back to its embrace again.

Celebrate or protest?

What are you going to do on July 1 this year? There
are two seemingly(= in a way that appears to be true
but may in fact not be) contradictory(= showing
contradictions or disagreements) activities that you
can participate in: one is to join the celebrations,
while the other is to take to the street for the march.

If you choose to join the celebrations, you are
joyous that Hong Kong has returned to China, and
the takeover in 1997 is something that we should be
proud of. But even if you choose to join the protest, to
express your dissatisfaction with the Hong Kong
government, perhaps even in an irate(= very angry)
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way, that does not necessarily mean that you don't
feel positive about our return to China - it just means
that you are exercising your civil rights by expressing
your views about government policies and social
problems, so that people's lives can be improved.

Therefore, no matter which side you take, |
believe that all of us care about Hong Kong. With
the same ideal, we can join hands together, and
make Hong Kong a better place.

Questions

1. Find a word in the second last paragraph, also
starting with the letter j, that has a meaning similar
to jubilant' in the title.

2. As for the word 'indignant' in the title, can you find a
word, also in the second last paragraph, also
starting with the letter i, that has a similar meaning?

3. The national day of which country also falls on
July 1?

Answers

1.Joyous. 2.Irate. 3.Canada. B MT Ness
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Twelve Chinese zodiac animals: Tiger 2010
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You need to tighten your belt if you want to save
enough money to buy your own house.
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Pull in your horns and be careful as the economy
may turn bad due to factors such as higher interest
rates and inflation.

EEAREEANR LA NBRSEEMEE - BZER

FEZLIRIHE - AY
fEH > AR T RS A > B BT o JCERR
NG [E2RENT | > B2 [tighten one’s belt) 2T »
FREEERS -

SIHRiEEZ A

HARZDT > METEE . AARIEISNT o %
FLHNEAR I 2 — 2L o UM > tighten one’s belt AR AR
e B WO EYIBASE - HBAES R E A
F B S HTEE < ol

Because of the high inflation rate, we all have to
tighten our belts.
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