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Plug the loopholes in the local food inspection system
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There were reports at the end of last month that a large
variety of food products in Taiwan were contaminated by
toxic plasticizer and the news has caused much panic in
Hong Kong. The authorities in Hong Kong should now
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keep in close contact with local food
importers to track down the sales records
of doubtful products in the territory as
soon as possible; and on the other hand,
liaise closely with the Taiwanese
authorities to find out more about the
likely effects that the plasticizer
contamination could bring to Hong Kong.
At the same time, in view of the great
varieties of toxic food additives, the
authorities should review the existing food
inspection system, set new standards
and enlarge the scope of inspection so as
to plug the loopholes in the food
inspection system and ensure food safety
in Hong Kong.

The toxic plasticizer incident in Taiwan stemmed from
the unlawful addition of plasticizer to a clouding agent used
for food production. Clouding agent is a food additive
approved under law but plasticizer is a carcinogen which
is not allowed in food products. In fact, approved additives
like clouding agent are widely used in modern food
processing industry and they can be found almost in all
food products. It can be said that the modern food industry
could not have come into being if there were no food
additives. It is actually the banned additives that have
caused serious food poisoning problems. Today, the
unlawful use of banned additives has already created a
panic in society over food safety, and this affects also the
use of approved additives.
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Some food processing businesses have unlawfully used
banned additives in order to reduce cost, and made a
fortune having no regard for social conscience. Because
of these businesses, toxic food products continue to flood
the market and pose big challenges to the existing food
inspection system in Hong Kong. The Centre for Food
Safety has admitted that the additive concerned in the
current plasticizer incident in Taiwan is not an item of
inspection under the regular food surveillance
programme. This exposes the fact that loopholes exist in
the current food inspection standards in Hong Kong. The
authorities should review the system and take measures
to plug the loopholes.
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Hanging scroll, ink and colour on paper
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1 : You should back home straight after the party.
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3 © The world is increasingly globalised, ethnic
products are everywhere.
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