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Monitor tenant status and guard against abuse of public housing
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A seventy-year-old woman was found to have
concealed the death of her husband from the Housing
Department for more than twenty years and forged his
signature so that she could continue living in a public
housing unit. She earlier pleaded guilty to fraud, was
sentenced to 4 months imprisonment and given 18
months’ probation. Withholding information in order to
obtain a public housing unit is a serious crime. The
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lenient sentence given in this
particular case was on
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condition of special reasons.
Others must not misread the
situation and attempt similar
offences. The case reflects
the negligence of the Housing
Department in monitoring
changes in the status of
public housing tenants. The
inspection system, which
virtually has existed in name
only, leaves many loopholes
for people to abuse the public
housing system.

According to the present
legislation, it is an offence in law for any public housing
tenant to make a false statement knowingly. Once
convicted, the maximum punishment will be a fine of
HK$50,000 and a 6 months’ imprisonment. The old
woman in the case was given probation because the
judge took her old age into consideration. However,
withholding information for the sake of occupying a
public housing unit is a serious crime which will
definitely not be pardoned under the law. A typical past
case concerned a retired High Court judge who did not
declare assets including overseas properties and
stocks while he applied for comprehensive social
security assistance. He was sentenced to immediate
imprisonment for 4 months and was ordered to
surrender the public housing unit. People should learn
from this lesson and refrain from committing criminal
offences for abusing public resources.

At present, under the public housing and social
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1.If I was wrong in yielding to persuasion once,

remember that it was to persuasion exerted on the
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2. Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich, with a
comfortable home and happy disposition, seemed to
unite some of the best blessings of existence (EH5 -
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3. "That is very true," replied Elizabeth, "and 1 could easily
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security systems in Hong Kong, it is quite a common
phenomenon that the assistance remains in effect
even when the recipient has died for many years. This
has caused great waste to public resources.
Technically, it is not difficult to stop this waste of
resources. Social welfare functions such as the
Housing Department and the Social Welfare
Department should work closely with life and death
registration functions like the Immigration Department,
and establish a report mechanism for updating life and
death figures annually. Then, the Social Welfare
Department and the Housing Department will be able
to monitor the latest status of welfare recipients and
make reasonable adjustments to welfare distributions
accordingly. This will help achieve the aim of
optimizing the use of public resources.
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4. It darted through her with the speed of an arrow that
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5. Anne, with an elegance of mind and sweetness of
character, which must have placed her high with any
people of real understanding, was nobody with either
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6. It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man
in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a
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A lot of people voted Conservative in UK general

election 2010.
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Whether we can go on a picnic depends on the

weather.
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establishment legislators.

The approval for the government injection into the
Community Care Fund hinged on support from pro-
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Mr. Chan’s home mortgage interest payments
have eaten into his savings.
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The Securities and Futures Commission requires
all fund managers to comply with/ abide by the rules
regarding the sale of investment products to senior
citizens.

The crown prince will succeed to the throne.
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