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First class universities are needed in bu1ld1ng a strong natlon
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Last month in the centenary celebration of the
Beijing Qinghua University, President Hu Jintao
pointed out that tertiary education of China had
obviously fallen short of international advanced
standards. He stressed that setting up a number of
first class universities of international standards and
building a group of high end universities would be an
important strategy for China to develop itself into a
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strong country with talented
human resources and also an
innovative nation. In the world
today, knowledge-based
creativity forms the core of the
competitiveness of a country.
During the course of building first
class universities, China should
also create favourable conditions
to retain and attract talented
people of high calibre. University
education in Hong Kong, which
maintains a sophisticated system F
of governance, has gained
international recognition.
Universities in Hong Kong should
make use of such advantage and
actively participate in the reform of the tertiary
education on the mainland. In doing so, they not only
contribute to the development of talents both in Hong
Kong and on the mainland, but also help in the
enhancement of the overall strength of the country.

In addition to building first class universities and
nurturing first class talents, emphasis should also be
placed on retaining first class talents. One of the key
factors why the USA has been so successful in
maintaining a competitive edge in the world is that
they use every means to attract talents from all over
the world to serve the country. Graduates from the
Qinghua University are among the target talents most
sought-after by the universities in the USA. As the
economy of China has been greatly strengthened, the
country should provide for those elite talents more
favorable living conditions, better terms of
employment as well as sound environments for

academic and research activities in order to retain
these talents of high calibre.

Hong Kong has a number of universities ranking in
the list of the 100 best universities in the world. These
universities are recognized for their sophisticated
system of governance, global perspective,
internationalized academic staff and English medium
of instruction. They should bring all these
characteristics and experiences to the mainland and
play a more important part in helping the country build
international first class universities and nurture first
class talents. While helping to enhance the overall
academic standards and the international standing of
the country, Hong Kong can also reap the benefit as it
promotes the development of its education industry,
and moves towards becoming an education hub in
the world.
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We’re twins. I’'m Ruby. She’s Garnet.
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“Who wants to grow up?* she cries / and she’s in
the road / and then / and then / a car / a squeal of brakes
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Jade, and find you’re dreaming. No, rewind. Back a minute,
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twins. I'm Ruby. She’s Garnet (FAYZEEHfiE - 2
Ruby > fJEGarnet) © We’re identical. There’s very
few people who can tell us apart. Well, until we start
talking. I tend to go on and on. Garnet is much
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eldest. We’re both ten. But I'm twenty minutes older. I was
the bossy baby who pushed out first. Garnet came second
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One of the purposes of introducing the
minimum wage was to halt the continuous drop in

income of the most poorly paid workers.
SIERETENEHP—ERE
ABRBE TN T ERETE -
After fierce bargaining and bickering, the
Legislative Council finally endorsed the Work
Incentive Transport Subsidy Scheme.
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Workers of the world, unite!
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As a matter of fact, our society consists of
different classes and sectors. Each has its unique
values and preferences. Mutual understanding
and forbearance are essential for the
implementation of every major social policy. Such
understanding and forbearance are the hallmarks
of a mature pluralistic society.
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