A27

WEN WEI EDUCATION

Lily works in a bank and has
to answer to complaints everyday.
She cannot get ample(/E%)) sleep
because of hectic(fL#L) work schedules

and feels very tired all the time. She realized
that stress symptoms(fE k) can affect her

health. A friend advised her to learn a musical
instrument as a method to relax after a hard day and
soothe(#£#0) her mind. After learning how to play
the piano for two years’ time, she can play some
simple pop and classical pieces(%£H). She also
likes to put on some quiet music and lean(f&E#l})
back or lie down(4fi) at home to relax.

Lily’s cousin Thomas, who lives in the U.K., has
come back to Hong Kong for holidays. He was
astounded(¥%7) when she told him that she can
play the piano. Today, they are going to play some
music together in a music centre where Lily takes
her piano lessons.

Thomas: Hey Lily! How are you?

Lily: Hey Thomas! Are you ready for some
music?

Thomas: Yes!

Thomas asks Lily why they can’t practise at home.
Lily explains to him that since her apartment(4)
is very small, she will be disliked by her neighbour if
they play loud music. They asked Geoff, a staff of
the music centre about their booking.

Geoff:  Welcome. | am Geoff. How can | help you?
Lily: I've booked a room from 2 to 4 today.
Geoff: ~ You must be Lily. This way please.

Geoff walks Lily and Thomas to the basement(i
T=). There is a room with a drum set(5%). The
room is soundproofed(F5E) which means it can
insulate({€#%) against noise.

Lily: Oh! It's such a spacious(%#) room!
Thomas, let’s play some music together.
Thomas: Lily. I've learned something new.
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Lily: What's that?
Thomas: | can rap(ifiig) !

Geoff: Cool! | am from North
America(dEZiM) . Rap is so
popular there.

Lily: What is rap?

Geoff:  Rap music or hip-hop(/£18) is

a genre(% %) of African —
American music of the 80s and
90s. The rappers have to talk
rapidly, rhythmically(B &%
M) and vividly (% Ehith).
Rapping began as a variation in
reggae(BENEFEERMH—EETLE) and
dub music, mixed with influences from
radio DJs. Rappers can improvise
rhymes(%&d) over the beats created by
the DJs. Thomas starts off trying to rap
as fast as possible with a constant(#F
#) beat. Lily and Geoff are very excited.
Lily: Thomas! You are great! | am
more into classical music.
Thomas: Really?
Lily: Don’t you remember that | can
play the piano?
Thomas: Oh! Yes! Please play some
music now!

Questions:

1) How does Lily relax at home?

2) What kind of musical instrument Lily has been
learning?

3) What is rap?

Answers:

1) She likes to put on some quiet music and lean
back or lie down at home to relax.
2) Lily has been learning the piano.
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Rapping began as a variation in reggae and dub
music, mixed with influences from radio DJs.
Rappers can improvise rhymes over the beats

created by the DJs.

Please visit http://wwpenglishcolumn.blogspot.com
to watch the video and learn some common phrases
in English.
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His argument holds water. It is supported by facts and
data.
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Nobody was convinced because his explanations did not
hold water.
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The theory holds water. We need to consider it seriously.
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All these reasons for her suicide do not hold water. The
police will have to look deeper into the case.
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| don'’t trust her. | don’t think her story holds
water.
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military officers in northeastern China. Taking
advantage of the unrest resulting from the Boxer
Movement, Russia occupied northeastern China in
1900 and refused to withdraw its troops, setting the
stage for the Russo-Japanese War in 1904.
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Their proposal does not hold water. There are
alot of holes.
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I'm sorry but | think your idea will not work unless you can
fill the holes.
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